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From our Conference Minister Rev. Franz Rigert 

Grace and peace, friends in Christ! 

On Sunday evening (July 11) the Rev. Traci Blackmon, Associate General Minister for     
Justice and Local Church Ministries, gave a stirring re-election speech to the virtually gathered  
General Synod of the United Church of Christ. Her theme – straight from the core of the Gospel – 
emphasized Christ’s beloved community. “It’s not about the me,” she declared, “but about the we!” 

As we emerge from this anguishing pandemic, we are only beginning to recognize its toll.  
Beyond the deaths and economic devastation, COVID brought long-haul symptoms to many, and 
levels of depression and anxiety to nearly all of us. We are reckoning with the fact that this          
prolonged time of isolation was punctuated by a bitter partisan divide, a surge in senseless          
violence, climate crisis-induced natural disasters, and an urgent push for racial justice.  

To be sure, we have witnessed beautiful acts of neighborly care, giving us a glimpse of what 
life might look like if we lived by the motto “We’re all in this together.” But such grace has not    
translated to wider systemic issues. Intolerance and polarization are entrenched in tragic ways. No 
doubt our current statewide vaccination rate of 51% would be way higher if more people operated 
on the premise that it’s more about the we than the me. 

Nothing is more central to our nation’s healing than the notion that we’re all in this together. 
In my view, our spiritual values (as of late prioritizing covenant more than autonomy) will be key to 
the reinvigoration and regeneration of every local congregation in the United Church of Christ. It is 
all about the WE! 

Just as the early apostles were anxious and confused about a way forward for the Jesus 
movement, so do we in the Church of today find ourselves at a critical crossroads. The Pentecost 
story tells us “they were all together in one place” when the Holy Spirit united them in a purpose! 
(Acts 2:1) Although we may not have the luxury of being in one place – gathered as we are both  
virtually and in person – we nevertheless can be of one mind and one accord. (Philippians 2:2)   
The way forward will be daunting for many of our congregations, especially when individual desires 
become elevated over collective needs. But if we choose to unite ourselves spiritually as the body 
of Christ, opportunities to flourish will abound! 

 If Jesus teaches us anything, it’s the power of community. Congregational life is about caring 
for one another, loving those we don’t always like, and concerning ourselves particularly with the 
relief of the hurting and justice for the oppressed. In the words of Paul, “If one member of the body 



Page 2 The Tidings 

Message Continued 

suffers, we all suffer.” (1 Corinthians 12:26) Yet even in the parables of the lost sheep and the    
prodigal son, rescuing and returning home were not merely about saving the one, but about a vision 
of wholeness and restoration for the entire community. 

Lately, I’ve been pondering ways that emphasizing the “we” can be a catalyst for the      
adaptive changes necessary to become the Church of tomorrow. Our new (or next) normal will    
include both on-site and online community building. This requires gracious provisions beyond our 
personal    preferences. Clarity about our purpose – both the inner building up of the body of Christ 
and the mission to serve a wider community – will appeal widely to spiritual seekers. 

One reason the Church has regathered more cautiously than other institutions is that we 
are Rooted in Love (the General Synod 33 theme). Jesus taught us (very counter-culturally) to     
resist the temptation to make it all about our individual rights and our personal desires. Instead, we 
in the United Church of Christ preoccupy ourselves with compassion for the whole family of God. 
Thus, even as we widen our worship capacity and ease COVID restrictions, we do so ever mindful 
of the vulnerable among us. 

I recently worshipped with a church that has eliminated mandatory mask wearing. But       
instead of simply eliminating a rule, they clung to a value – and committed to a wonderful covenant 
of care. All are asked to keep a mask on hand so that when they encounter a masked person (child,          
immunocompromised, unvaccinated) they can quickly pop on the mask and engage in safe        
conversation. Such solidarity is a sign of our loving commitment to the WE! 

Blessings! 

Franz 

Those who are homebound or in care centers: Marilyn Perronne 
(at home), Helen Peichl (at home) Mickey Glander (Sheboygan 
Senior Community, Rm 404) Eugene Weiskopf (Field of Dreams 
Assisted Living, Kiel) Merlin & Shirley Schmidt at home….. 

Ben Lenz                                                                           

(U.S. Air Force)                      

Christopher Kletzien                                                       

(U.S. Army) 

 

Thanks to EVERYONE who was kind enough to donate food for the Vacation 

Bible School suppers.  Your kindness is greatly appreciated! 
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A Message From The Consistory 

The Consistory has been working on a renewed focus and mission for Saron as we project the    

unwinding of restrictions caused by the pandemic.  For guidance, the Consistory used a strategic 

plan that was adopted by Saron in 2001.  Although old, this document provided some valuable    

direction as we agreed that your church is more than church on Sunday.  The Consistory suggests 

three key focuses to help enhance the work and mission of Saron moving forward: (1) Strive to 

make Saron’s mission visible to the wider community, (2) Bring the congregation together in social 

settings outside of worship, and (3) Find ways to engage young people of confirmation age and  

older in the life of Saron church.  The following three goals, with action steps below each goal, were 

developed by the Consistory as ways to measure our congregation’s path toward the focus       

statements above. 

1. Plan three fellowship events during the year.  One youth event, one confirmation and youth     

fellowship age event and one intergenerational events.                                                                

a. Form a committee to organize the events.                                                                                  

b. Communicate the events to the congregation.                                                                           

c. There should be regular updates from the committee(s) about the events. 

2.  Increase the AV knowledge and skill within the congregation.                                                     

a.  Engage the confirmands for opportunities to lean.                                                                      

b.  Reach out to people in the congregation that would be good candidates.                                    

c.  Create training or reference content and schedule time to train people. 

3.  Participate in one mission activity in the community.                                                                               

a. Create a committee or organize the mission activity.                                                                    

b.  Communicate to the congregation about the mission activity.                                                     

c.  Give clear direction to the committee and congregation about what the mission activity should 

be focused on.                                                                                                                                  

d.  There should be regular updates from the committee about the mission activity. 

We hope to unite the entire congregation in the attainment of these goals, as there will be            

opportunities for each member of Saron to be involved.  Please prayerfully consider how you can 

enjoy being a part of enhancing the work and mission of your church.  You are welcome to contact 

any Consistory member with questions or suggestions. 

Nathan Dassow                                                                                

Jason Bitter                                                                   

Jay Grosshuessch       

Ryan Herzog        

David Rautmann                                                                             

Doug VanHelden                     

Tracy Beeck                                                                                                                            
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BACK TO SCHOOL SUPPLIES DRIVE 
 

 
 

 Help ensure that children are equipped to learn, 
 by getting them the supplies they need to succeed! 

 
The Women’s Guild will be sponsoring a “Back to school supply drive”. From now until August 29, 
2021, we will be collecting NEW school supplies to be distributed to children in need in local area 
School Districts. There will be a box in the Narthex for you put your donations in. We will also      
accept cash donations or gift cards to stores that sell school supplies and the Women ’s Guild will 
purchase items needed. Please help us with this drive, every child deserves to start the school year 
right, with the tools they need to succeed. 

 
SUGGESTED SUPPLIES NEEDED: 

 
-Box of 24 Regular Crayons    -Vinyl Resting mat 
-Crayola Washable Markers-Wide and Thin  -Kleenex 
-Colored Pencils      -Yellow 3x3 Post It Notes  
-Washable Watercolor Paint Set    -3-ring binder (1”)  
-Fiskars Scissors      -12” Ruler 
-Ticonderoga #2 Pencils     -Clipboard (Letter size) 
-Pink Erasers      -Notebooks (wide ruled) 
-Erasers (Pencil top)     -Loose Leaf Paper (wide ruled)  
-Highlighters       -2 Pocket Folders 
-Pens (Red, blue or black)     -3 Prong Plastic Folders 
-Sharpie Black Markers     -Pencil case or box 
-Expo Dry Erase Markers (Low Odor)   -Band-Aids (Latex Free)  
-Glue Sticks       -Ziploc bags (all sizes) 
-Glue bottles       -Disinfectant Wipes 
-Headphones (No Ear Buds)    -Backpacks (No Wheels) 
 

Thank you for helping children in need succeed. 
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SARON WOMEN and FRIEND’S RETREAT 

The Saron UCC Women’s Guild invites women and their friends to a Fall Retreat from Friday, 

Oct. 29, 2021 (3 PM) through Saturday, Oct. 30th (3 PM) at the beautiful Cedar Valley Retreat 

Center, 5329 County Rd. D, West Bend, WI. 

Our retreat leader will be Lisa Hamilton Hart.  Lisa Hart is the Associate Conference Minister 

of Faith Formation and Justice Ministries for the Wisconsin Conference UCC.  She has served 

on the Conference staff for over 15 years.  Lisa grew up in Kohler, with her sister former     

Saron member Lori Albsmeier and her dad (Bob Hamilton) was the pastor at Grace UCC for 

many years. 

Lisa recently graduated from Lakeland University with a Master of Arts in Clinical Mental 

Health Counseling.  In addition to faith formations for all ages, she has a strong interest in 

grief, trauma and justice work.  Lisa lives in Fitchburg with her husband, Chuck.  They have 

two adult children and a daughter –in-law. 

The theme for the Retreat will be “Rooted in Love”.  We will explore the ways each of us, 

through our faith, are “rooted in love.”  Possible focus:  How we care for ourselves and our 

community...how our faith is strengthened by being rooted in love.  It will be a time to focus 

on how we experience our faith, how we engage in self-care and how we care for others. 

Come and enjoy the beauty of this rural retreat center while we relax and be renewed in God’s 

creation and in Christian fellowship. 

The cost of the retreat is $118 if you would like a single room (1 queen bed) or $103/ea.        

(2 queen beds).  If you’d like to share a room (please indicate a roommate if desired).  There is 

also the option of three people sharing a room at the cost of $103+$103+$65.  Each room has 

a private bathroom.  There is an elevator available in the building.  The cost also includes 3 

meals (Fri-dinner & Sat breakfast & lunch); and includes sheets, blanket, pillow, towels, &   

little toiletry bottles.  Special diets can be accommodated (indicate on sign-up).  

There is a $40.00 deposit due at sign-up. The remainder is due at the retreat or before. You 

may sign up and pay at the kiosk in the narthex or you can call Barb Post (920-207-4513) to 

sign up or if you have any questions. Checks should be made payable to Saron Women’s 

Guild. 
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Treasurer’s Update 

As of June 30, 2021 

First and foremost, the Consistory would like to thank you for your generosity. Without your financial support the      
mission and ministry of Saron UCC would not be possible. The Consistory would also like to keep you, the                
congregation, updated on the financial situation at Saron. 

The General Fund supports the work of the church through salaries, programs, building upkeep, office expenses,     
utilities, supplies, and of course insurances (the items that are included in our line-item budget).  

   YTD income $100,400         YTD expenses $76,610 

Saron currently has a surplus in our General Fund of $105,840. This will be used to offset any difference between our 
income and expenses during the year. 

It should be noted that the income above includes $21,145 from a forgivable loan through the Small Business            
Administration as part of the CARES Act “Paycheck Protection Program” due to the Covid-19 pandemic.  The loan was 
forgiven and became a grant in June of 2021 upon acceptance of the submitted application supporting the use of the 
funds for payroll and utilities during the period that Saron was unable to have full services during 2020. 

The Benevolence Fund supports our OCWM commitment, our SPARE student, other mission opportunities and acts 
as a pass-through account for the UCC Special Mission Offerings. 

     YTD income $11,983   

Of this total income amount, $1,625 has been designated to One Great hour of Sharing (OGHS), $100 to Habitat for 
Humanity, $285 to Strengthen the Church (STC), and $8,768 to OCWM which is 43% of our annual budgeted         
commitment for OCWM of $20,500.   

The funds received for OGHS and STC are distributed in the month after they are received.  The funds received for 
OCWM are distributed quarterly.  Gifts received toward SPARE sponsorship total $1,200 so far, and these will be paid 
out at the end of the year.  In addition to the $100 for Habitat for Humanity received for benevolence, the Consistory 
voted to send $1,000 to Habitat from the Mission Fund in May. 

The Improvement Fund supports all maintenance of the buildings and property that is not covered under General 
Fund expenses. 

   YTD income  $21,344  YTD expenditures $6  

 Current amount in the fund $61,185.  Of this amount, $23,680 has been designated to be applied to the septic 
system replacement costs in 2021. Monies in this fund can be carried over from year to year. 

 

This update does not include all funds at Saron. An update on these funds is available from the treasurer. If you have 
any questions about Saron’s finances, please contact Treasurer Tracy Beeck or any Consistory member. 
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Septic System Project Update 

As Of June 30, 2021 

As you will recall, in May 2020 we provided the congregation with a copy of the accepted bids from 
Schwartz Septic, Neumann Plumbing & Heating and KW Electric for replacement of the septic system.   The 
total cost of the project is estimated to be $44,406 (which includes an additional $5,000 above bids for       
unforeseen expenses).  Here is an update to the congregation on the progress that has been made in funding 
this project.   

Estimated Cost of Project         $44,406.00 

Less: Down payment for church & house holding tanks 5/21/20)               ($4,000.00) 

Balance of Estimated Total Cost to be Paid to Vendors                $40,406.00 

 

Improvement Fund (earmarked for project from fund balance)               ($1,000.00) 

 ($5,000 less $4,000 down payment paid 5/21/20) 

 

Total member donations as of 6/30/2021                 ($22,680.00) 

Balance needed for septic system project                   $16,726.00 

 

If you would like to contribute towards this project, please note in the memo section of your check “Septic 
System Project”.    As shown above, we have earmarked $5,000 plus the $22,680 of your donations from the 
total funds currently held in the Improvement Fund ($61,185) for this project and would like to keep the    
balance for any unforeseen expenses that may arise.  However, we will allocate additional funds, if necessary, 
later in 2021 when the balance comes due for the project.  We are exploring a variety of fundraising options, 
however, in the current environment of COVID-19, we feel it would be best to hold off on any type of event 
until later. 

SAVE THE DATE!!! 

We are having an Old-Fashioned Church Picnic on                                                                             

                              Sunday, September 12, 2021                                                                        

Music by Bella Music                                                                                                         

Food provided by the church                                                                                                  

Games for the kids                                                                                                           

                              There will be further information to come 
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Happy Anniversary  We hope you keep the following couples in your prayers as they celebrate 
their Anniversary this month.  If we missed your special day or reported a wrong date please let us 
know by calling the church office at (920-467-6202 or email adminoffice@saronucc.org). 

August 1   Roger & Alice Thomas 

   Haley & Jackson Wimmler 

August 3   Lee & Barb Post 

August 4   Brian & Debbie Rautmann 

August 5   Heather & Adam Jankus 

   David & Janice Morse 

August 6   Steve & Amber Casadonte 

August 10  Dale & Vicky Verhage 

August 12  Amy & Tyler Kober 

    Bryan & Lois Rick 

August 14  Mike & Cheryl Walsh 

August 16  Arlan & Sharon Schlundt 

August 17  Bill & Janine Gardapee 

August 19  Mitchell & Ashley Schmidt 

August 21  Brian & Laura Gumm 

     Mark & Marci Post 

     Eugene & Vickie Schaap 

August 22  Ashley & Jeremy Guell 

August 23  Sara & Daniel Skeris 

August 24  Meghan & Steve Kallas 

August 25  Courtney & Tyler Amborn 

August 26  Ron & Vicki Imig 

August 27  Nate & Sara Dassow 

August 28  Gary & Jane Hanke—50 yrs. 

August 29  Amber & Jacob Meyer 

August 31  Adam & Stephanie Konz 

Happy Birthday  We hope you keep the following people in your prayers as they celebrate their 

Birthday this month.  If we missed your special day or reported a wrong date please let us know by 

calling the church office at (920-467-6202 or email adminoffice@saronucc.org). 

August 1   Chase Farnum 

  Cody Pike 

August 2   Andrew Boll 

  Ruby Feldmann 

  Cindy Schuler 

August 3   Dan Albright 

  Verla Peichl 

  Sharon Schlundt 

August 4   Vern Boedecker 

   Sandy Herzog 

   Mitchell Nelson 

   Kari Nyhof 

   Cheryl Walsh 

August 5   Miranda Boll 

   Lou Meinnert 

   Kennidy Pelnar 

   Roger Thomas 

August 6   Janice Curtiss 

August 6  Christine Frazier 

August 7   Nancy Fritz 

   Loretta Kwekkeboom 

August 9   Cameron Gumm 

   David Johanning 

   Brian Rautmann 

   Eric Roehl 

August 10  Julie Fitzgerald 

   Peral McCraw 

August 11  Jenny Beltran 

   Amber Meyer 

August 12  Tim Chisholm 

August 13  Sharon Feldmann 

   Peggy Lubach 

   Ann Mitchell-Fessler 

August 14  Liam Kober 

 

August 15  Reed Miller 

   Bonnie Post 

   Heath Taylor 

August 16  Don Klemme 

August 17  Max Post 

   Walter Zimbal 

August 19  Jill Adamavich 

   Tom Beitler 

August 21  Elizabeth Barthels

   Samantha Chaffin 

   Kyle Pennell 

   Linda Schuler 

August 23  Linda Barthels 

   Tracy Beeck 

   Marvin Boedecker 

   Miles Hanke 

August 25  Kyle Mauk 

August 25  Ben Nyhof 

   Justin Schneider 

   Cole Suemnicht 

August 27  Donna Rautmann 

August 28  Xander Dassow 

   Jeff Hanke 

   Sally Nohl 

August 29  Bryce Holzmann 

August 30  Justin Boedecker 

   Tom Kanzelberger

   Diane Voelker 

August 31  Joan Laack 

   Scott Reichert 


