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Dear Ones, 

 As we enter the Advent Season, we do so with a feeling that returns year after year. It might be 

that the feeling is not as exciting as it once was, but the intensity, when that feeling comes, is as keen as 

ever. 

 We lean into the season. We hold in array Christmases past and with memories of wonder we 

honor Christmas present. Then as now, there is a progression toward Christmas, and here at Saron, our 

progress is marked by events in which we will share. The first notable event comes a few days before   

advent, but it is significant for us. The Thanksgiving Eve service falls on November 25th and will be held at 

seven o’clock. 

 

November 25th            Thanksgiving Eve Service 

     Sermon – “The Treasure in the Field” 

     Scripture – Matthew 6:19-34 

     Hymn of Note – “We Gather Together to Ask the Lord’s Blessing” 

     Special Event – The Dedication of the Blanket Fund  (Women’s Guild) 

November 29th            The First Sunday in Advent 

     Sermon – “The Festival of Christmas”   1. Joy 

     Scripture – Luke 2:1-11 

     Hymn of Note – “Joy to the World” 

        Special Event – The Hanging of the Greens 

December 6th       The Second Sunday in Advent 

     Sermon – “The Festival of Christmas”   2. Peace 

     Scripture – Luke 2:12-20 

     Hymn of Note – “There’s a Song in the Air” 

     Special Event – The Sacrament of Holy Communion                                                                              

     Time of Fellowship — Lunch following late service followed by beautifying our church for 

     the Christmas Season and ending the day by Caroling to Saron’s shut-ins.                                          

     ALL ARE WELCOMED TO ANY OR ALL OF THESE  SPECIAL ACTIVITIES. 
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December 9th      Christmas Trimmed in Blue – Wednesday Evening  7:00 P.M. 

     Sermon – “Marshalling Your Strength” 

     Scripture – Micah 5:1-5 

     Hymn of Note – “I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day” 

     Special Event – A Token of Caring 

December 13th     The Third Sunday in Advent 

     Sermon – “The Festival of Christmas”   3. Hope 

     Scripture – Matthew 2:1-12 

     Hymn of Note – “We Three Kings of Orient Are” 

     Special Event – The Wreath of Christmas 

December 20th     The Fourth Sunday in Advent 

       Sermon –  “The Festival of Christmas”   4. Love 

     Scripture – John 3:12-21 

       Special Event – The Children’s Christmas Celebration (10:15) 

December 24th      Christmas Eve   (Two Services – 6:00 & 9:00  P.M.)  

     Sermon – “The Holy Night” 

     Scripture – Isaiah 9:2-7 

     Hymn of Note – “Silent Night” 

     Special Event – The Christmas Star 

December 25th     Christmas Day    (9:30 AM) 

        Sermon – “Family Remembrances at Christmas” 

     Scripture – Isaiah 60:1-9 

     Hymn of Note – “Angels, From the Realms of Glory” 

      Special Event – Songs of Christmas – A Hymn Sing 

December 27th    The Holy Family’s First Sunday    (One Service – 9:30 AM) 

     Sermon – “The Faithful Ones” 

     Scripture – Matthew 2:13-23 

     Hymn of Note – “Once in Royal David’s City” 

     Special Event – Sharing Our Gifts 

Jananuary 3rd      First Sunday of the New Year – 2016 

     Sermon – “The Gift of Promise” 

       Scripture – Acts 1:1-13 

     Hymn of Note – “All Beautiful the March of Days” 

     Special Event – The Sacrament of Holy Communion 
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A note on the service, “Christmas Trimmed in Blue”, scheduled for Wednesday Evening, December 9th. 

 It is a certainty that some of us will find this Christmas Season to be more difficult in experiencing 

the joy we’d like to feel. The loss of someone we love leaves a lingering pain in our hearts, and we seek to 

have the caring we need to acknowledge our loss during this time. It is also true that others experience 

the “cast of blue” at Christmas, because they have lost their job, or can’t seem to climb out of debt.     

Others have experienced divorce, and still others find themselves with deep concerns about their health 

or the health of someone very dear to them. Whatever the reason, Christmas for some is tinged with blue 

this year. For those people, for all of us who for one reason or another, sense a need to reflect, to honor, 

to link arms in regard for one another, we have this opportunity to share in experiencing the respite that 

comes from our oneness in Christ. All are invited to share the strength of our togetherness at this special 

service of worship. 

 

 It is my hope that the spirit of the season will enter the hearts and minds of all of you, and that 

you and yours will enjoy the happiness of this Holy Day. As a birth makes all things take on the glow of     

promise and hope and love, may this Christmas set your hearts aglow with the wonder of a child who 

touched heaven while cradled on earth.  Merry Christmas! 

 E. Huntzinger 

A Message From The Consistory 

Dear Saron family, it has been seven months since we have entered this time of pastoral 
transition. Six months ago we were blessed to have Pastor Ernie join our congregation 
as interim pastor. During this time we began the process of discerning the needs we 
have for pastoral leadership at Saron and started a youth fellowship program. 

It may seem that now is the right time to begin a search for settled pastoral leadership.    
However, as a Consistory, we believe that before we enter a pastoral search we need to 
fully understand what the best leadership structure is for Saron. In talking with Wisconsin       
Conference staff, we have learned the traditional senior pastor with associate pastor is 
an outdated and expensive structure that is often not sustainable. Many churches with 
this structure have been struggling to financially support the pastoral leadership, causing 
them to reduce hours and pay for their associate pastors. 

We continue to work closely with Pastor Ernie, using his experience and guidance to         
understand at a strategic level what our overall pastoral leadership needs are in balance 
with the resources required to fill those needs. Once the strategy is complete, we can  
begin the search process with a search committee to further define the specific roles and 
responsibilities. We believe taking this time for deliberate discernment will set us up for 
the best long-term solution for Saron. We appreciate your patience and understanding. 

If you have comments, suggestions or questions, please speak with a Consistory     
member. 
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 Spread some Christmas Joy!      
Christmas is a time of caring, a time of sharing, and a time of love. 

Open up your heart this Christmas season and help make someone else’s Christmas a joyful 
time too. 

 

The Women’s Guild will be sponsoring families whose children are in the Sheboygan County 
Head Start program. On the Advent Tree you will find angel ornaments. These angels will list      

everyday items that these families are in need of. Also there will be clothing items and some toys.  
Again this year we want to bring joy at Christmas time to some senior citizens in the area who 

otherwise would not receive a gift. You will find that all the heart ornaments will be gifts for the     
seniors. It is surprising how a small gift will fill their hearts with happiness. 

The Advent Tree will be decorated with angels and hearts to pick from on Sundays,            
November 29

th
, December 6

th
 and 13

th
. We invite you to take an ornament, purchase the item, wrap 

it, attach the ornament to the gift and bring it back to church NO LATER THAN SUNDAY             
DECEMBER 20

TH
. The gifts will be delivered on Monday December 21

st
.  

No time to shop or don’t just care to, but would like to help? You can make a cash donation 
and the Women’s Guild will do the shopping for you.  
Let’s be God’s angels and warm the hearts of others. 

Thank you, 
The Women’s Guild 

  

Help Us Decorate Saron For Christmas & Sing Carols To Our 
Shut-ins 

The Community Life and Hospitality Committee has set December 6th following 
the 10:15 AM  worship service for Decorating the Church for the  Christmas  
Season.  A lunch of Chili and Saron’s Chicken Soup will be served. Any and    
everyone, young and old alike, are  invited to join in this time of fellowship and 
fun as we add a special warmth and beauty to Saron while we prepare for the 
birth of Jesus our Savior.  

  
Following the decorating of the church you are welcome to travel with us 
to   Saron’s shut-ins to help spread a little Christmas Cheer by sharing 
Christmas Carols with them. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 

Sunday School Christmas Program 

The Sunday School Christmas Program is Sunday, December 20th at the 10:15 
AM service. 

Practices are scheduled for Saturdays, December 12th and December 19th 
from 8:00—10:00 AM, and also Wednesday, December 16th with the time to 
be determined. 

 

Sunday School Christmas Mission Project 

This Christmas Season the Sunday School will be gathering donations for Family Services of Northeast       
Wisconsin.  Please see the list below for items needed for children and babies.  Donations will be collected 
through Sunday, December 13th.  Thank you for your help in supporting families in need! 

 

Diapers, any size                                              Baby Monitors                              Toys/Books/Board Games 

Wipes, unscented                                            Diaper Bags                                    Baby Bath Tubs 

Formula, only Good Start brand                   Baby Sleepers, all sizes                 Strollers 

Diaper Rash Cream                                         Socks, ages newborn to 5            Car Seats for any age, only new 

Night Lights                                                      Receiving Blankets                        Art Supplies: paint, canvas,  

                                                                                                                                     markers, paper, etc 

Christmas Shopping with Scrip  

Many of you are familiar with our Scrip program where you purchase a gift card from the 

scrip table and from each purchase a percentage goes back to the church. Many cards are 

available from grocery stores, gas stations, shops, restaurants and many more. Many 

Scrip cards are on hand and you can purchase them at the Scrip table. If you don’t see a 

card you would like, just ask the person at the Scrip table about it. You can order cards 

one Sunday and we will have them for you the next Sunday. Some of the cards and the         

percentages they are currently paying are listed on the board next to the Scrip table. 

Check it out as and save yourself some time and energy doing your Christmas shopping 

this year.  

Saron members can also go online to www.shopwithscrip.com to 

see all the cards that are available and can order and pay 

online. Saron’s Enrollment Code is: A6C4EL2E2179L. You can 

sign up for “Presto Pay” where you can pay for your cards when 

you order and the cards will be delivered to church.  
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2015 CHRISTMAS FUND FOR THE VETERANS OF THE CROSS & EMERGENCY FUND 

Beginning November 29th 2015, and continuing throughout Advent, offering envelopes will be available to support the 
United Church of Christ Christmas Fund for the Veterans of the Cross and Emergency Fund.  This offering is used to   
support retired clergy in the UCC with pension and healthcare premium supplementation, where needed, and provides 
emergency assistance to clergy whose homes or families experience a financial crisis whether due to illness, natural    
disaster, etc.  To receive credit on your yearly statement for your contribution please make any checks out to Saron UCC.  

IMPORTANT UPCOMING INFORMATION 

 The deadline for all financial contributions to Saron must be at the 
Church office NO LATER THAN 3:00 PM December 30th , to be counted for 
the 2015 year.  

 The Annual Meeting of Saron United Church of Christ will take place SUNDAY, 
JANUARY 24th, 2016, following the 10:15 a.m. service.        Discussions to 
consider the proposed budget for 2016 will take place January 
10th and 17th, 2016 during the Sunday School hour. 

 ALL GROUPS/COMMITTEES with financial accounts must submit 
a year-end report to Kari Mooney, Financial Secretary, by      
January 6th, 2016. 

 

 

WHAT TO DO IF WE ARE HAVING BAD WEATHER 

Winter is here! We hate to cancel worship, but if we need to, 
Tune in to WHBL 1330 AM (Sheboygan), Milwaukee TV       
Stations 4 (WTMJ), FOX 6, 12 (WISN), 58 (CBS 58) or Green 
Bay TV Stations 2 (WBAY), 5 (WFRV), or 11 (WLUK);  call the 
church office to listen for a cancellation message (467-6202) or 
check the church website for a cancellation notice 

(www.saronucc.org).  

A huge “Thank You” to everyone who 
helped in any way with the Fall      
clean-up in and around our church.  
Your willingness to volunteer your time 
to help with the projects to get Saron 
ready for the winter season showed the 
true caring nature of our church family.  Once again “thanks” for the great response it 
was heartwarming to see! 
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 In Our Thoughts and Prayers: 

Those who are homebound or in care centers:  Elvera Dassow (Harvest Home), Janice Hartmann (Pine Haven), Eleanore Herzog 
(Pine Haven Assisted Living), Ilene Struve (Kindred Hearts, Plymouth), Marilyn Perronne (at home), Mae Schmidt (at home), Beverly 
Kleinhans (at home)… 

 

Saron members as well as friends and family of Saron who have been hospitalized or receiving ongoing medical care for 
challenging health problems or are battling cancer…… 

 

Those in military service: Jordan Rick (U.S. Marine Corps); Christopher Kletzien (U.S. Army); Jake Meinnert (U.S. Army)…. 

 

Elaine, the student we sponsor in Haiti…. 

 

To those who grieve: to the family Roland Groene who died on November 4th and whose funeral was held at Saron on November 
7th. 

 

We celebrated the Sacrament of Baptism of: on November 15, 2015 for Hazel Grace Schmidt. Hazel was born on April 1st, 
2015, and is the daughter of Ed & Jessica Schmidt and the sister of Harper and Hudson. Hazel’s baptism sponsors are 
Heather Nitsch, Mitchell Schmidt, & Daniel Schmidt.  

 

Lucas Williams is a Member in Discernment for the UCC, attending seminary at Eden Theological Seminary in St. Louis, MO.  Lucas 
is in his second year.  His address at school is: 47 North Bompart #32, St. Louis, MO 53119.  

Lucas now has a facebook page for anyone interested in what is going on with him when at seminary.  It is Lucas’ Ministries. 

With Special Thanks 
Thank you, my Saron Church Family, for all of 
the thoughts, prayers, cards I received for my 
Dad’s passing.  He is missed, but I hold fond 
memories in my heart.   

With love, Lisa Bunke 

 

A Special Christmas Event 

Start your Christmas season with a festive celebration 
of music. The students and faculty of the Lakeland    
College Music Department cordially invite you to 
Christmas at Lakeland: Follow the Star, a concert on 
Friday, December 4th at 7:30 p.m. in the Bradley 
Theatre on campus. Admission is free. 

Mark your calendars! 

It’s almost time for the Themed Dinner 

Do you like spending time with friends from church? Well then on Sunday, February 21st join us at Amore in      
Plymouth for our themed dinner. We will have a fun filled night with good food and people. We will have a social hour at 
5:30 and dinner at 6:00. There will be entertainment after dinner.  

Would you be interested in decorating a table? If that sounds like something you would enjoy doing please contact 
Christine Frazier by calling or texting her at 918-1169. You could also send her an email at cfroggner@yahoo.com. There 
are already a few people signed up, but we are looking for an additional six to eight people who would like to decorate a 
table. You can choose to decorate a table with a friend if you would like to.  

We have had lots of unique themed tables in the past and look forward to seeing what people come up with this 
year.   

Thank you, 
The Community Life and Hospitality Committee 

mailto:cfroggner@yahoo.com
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Happy Anniversary  We hope you keep the following couples in your prayers as they 
celebrate their Anniversary this month.  If we missed your special day or reported a wrong date 
please let us know by calling the church office at (467-6202 or e-mail barb@saronucc.org). 

December 2   Kevin & Melissa Fleck 

December 7   Kyle & Sarah Mauk—30 yrs. 
            Rich & Kathy Specht 

December 20  Keith & Betty Steiger—35 yrs. 

December 27  Mike & Kari Mooney 

December 29  Rob & Ellen Andrews 

December 30  Brian & Linda Bathels 

 

Happy Birthday  We hope you keep the following people in your prayers as they celebrate 
their Birthday this month.  If we missed your special day or reported a wrong date please let us 
know by calling the church office at (467-6202 or e-mail barb@saronucc.org). 

December 2   Melainie Oostdyk 

December 3   Danielle Zimmermann 

December 5   Jola Erdey 

December 7   Randy Peichl              
            DuWayne Wieck 

December 8   Jon Anhalt  
            Kathy Novak              
            Chantelle Roth  
            Jessica Tayloe 

December 9   Gracianne Nohl 
            Kassidy Taylor 

December 10  Jennifer Albright 

December 11  Ashley Guell  
             Tracy Kwekkeboom 
             Rick Margenau 

December 12  Tracy Anderson 
             Steve Bender  
             Jayden Van Helden 

December 13  Ralph Knuth  
            Kristin Meves  
            Cassiee Roth 

December 14  Nathanael Wagner 

December 15  Ava Booth  
             Brittany Coppersmith 
             Joy Grunewald 
             Courtney Milz 

December 16  Kelly Kaat  
            Jordan Theobald 

December 17  Harold Grunewald 
  Adam Hanke    

December 18  Larry Boedecker
            Jerry Henning 

December 19  Jason Bitter 
  Adelaide Eaton
  Ethan Schuette 

December 20  Steve Schukow 

December 21  Amanda Bell 

December 22  Josh Beitler 
             Jim Fritz 
  Raechel Grunewald
  David Morse 
  Kathy Specht 

December 23  Brody Schmidt 
  Mike Walsh 
            Jacob Zittel 

December 24  Don Albright 
            Julie Chisholm 

December 25  Dan Grunewald 

December 26  Elaina Rick 

December 27  William DeHart
             Emily Grunewald
  Janet Lammers 

December 28  Tistan Giraldo 
             Jill Grosshuesch
             Caitlin Trumm 

December 30  Taylor Bubolz 
  Nancy Decker 
  Nikki Kapellen 
  Lindsay Rick 

 


