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The Question 

 If we were to surmise that most people are like us, there is a question we have been asked again and 

again.  “what is it you want?”  As Christians at this time of year, the question becomes more specific.  “What do 

you want for Christmas?”  And, we have asked others the same question.  So, let’s take the theme: “What do you 

want for Christmas?”   

 When we were young and in less fluent circumstances, we’d respond with things like – “I’d like a sled; I’d 

like a doll.”  Updating the answers, “I’d like a computer, a phone……” and, providing we have the means, we can 

supply the wish. 

 As we grow older the answers become more complicated and sometimes, more severe.  “What do I want 

for Christmas???  Well, if I have to tell you, you haven’t been listening!”  That’s not only a sobering answer, it’s a 

challenge, and it’s harsh.  It’s a demand for consideration, for caring, when a person feels he/she has been take 

for granted or feels disregarded.  And therein, is the answer.  “What I want for Christmas is a caring attitude, a 

consideration that I’m someone special to you.” 

 Taking the answer to the grand scale, the gift we receive for Christmas is the special regard we are given 

by the advent of Christ.  Think about that gift.  On a night when a bright star showered its heavenly light upon the 

earth, a child was born.  This event, unnoticed except for a few shepherds on a hillside and several sages from the 

east, provided the assurance of how special God regards us.  His gift to us is the embrace we feel as ones cared 

for and loved, even as a child is cherished by the love and care given to that very special and dear one. 

 So, in answering the question, “What do I want for Christmas?”, I’d like to receive something that makes 

me feel special, that makes me feel cared for, and that feeling does not come from diamonds or cards or sea   

voyages, it comes from someone, someone, who takes the time to listen when I’m feeling estranged, to come to 

me when I feel hurt and discouraged, and takes some time to ponder and sit quietly with me, as I look at the stars 

or experience the wonder of a song. 

 “What do I want for Christmas?”  I want to feel special.  I want to feel cared for and loved.”  It’s the course 

of Christmas, and it’s the gift of the ages.  In some instances, it becomes everyone’s hope, and in most instances, 

it’s the essence of what we’re asked to give.   

 Merry Christmas, dear ones. 

  Ernie 
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Advent & Christmas Worship Schedule 

As we enter the Advent Season, we do so with a feeling that returns year after year.  Here is the 

Worship Schedule for Saron’s Advent and Christmas Season. 

Sunday, December 3rd    The First Sunday of Advent—PEACE 

 Holy Communion will be celebrated.        

 Following the second service, all are invited to go caroling to Saron’s Homebound.  This is 

 an “all church” activity and it brings so much joy to the homebound. 

Sunday, December 10th    The Second Sunday of Advent—HOPE 

Wednesday, December 13th    Christmas Trimmed in Blue—Service at 7:00 p.m.  

 (See details of this special service in sperate article) 

Sunday, December 17th    The Third Sunday of Advent—JOY     

 Traditional Worship Service at 8:00 a.m.        

 The Sunday School Christmas Program will be held at the 10:15 a.m. service 

Sunday, December 24th   The Fourth Sunday of Advent—8:00 a.m.  Advent Service—LOVE

 Special Music will be provided by a special vocal ensemble.     

 (NO 10:15 a.m. Service and NO Sunday School) 

Sunday, December 24th    Christmas Eve Candlelight Service at 7:00 p.m.   

 The Senior Choir sings—with Pastor Huntzinger singing “O Holy Night”   

 Candles will be lit during the singing of “Silent Night” 

Monday, December 25th   Christmas Day Service with ONE Service only at  10:15 a.m. 

 Holy Communion will be celebrated.  The Senior Choir sings. 

Sunday, December 31st   ONE Service only at 10:15 a.m. 

2017 CHRISTMAS FUND FOR THE VETERANS OF THE CORSS & EMERGENCY FUND 

Beginning Sunday, December 3rd 2017, and continuing throughout Advent, offering envelopes will be 

available to support the United Church of Christ Christmas Fund for the Veterans of the Cross and    

Emergency Fund.  This offering is used to support retired clergy in the UCC with pension and healthcare 

premium supplementation, where needed, and provides emergency assistance to clergy whose homes 

or families experience a financial crisis whether due to illness, natural disaster, etc.  To receive credit on 

your yearly statement for your contribution please make your checks payable to Saron UCC. 
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LOOKING AHEAD TO THE SUNDAY SCHOOL CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 

The Annual Sunday School Christmas Program will be held on  

Sunday, December 17th at the 10:15 A.M. worship service  (We 

will meet during the Sunday School hour, 9:05 A.M. that   

morning to get ready/rehearse). 

Practices will be held as follows:   

8:00—10:00 A.M. on Saturday December 9th 

8:00—10:00 A.M. on Saturday, December 16th 

Parents: 

Please sign-up on the sheets on the kiosk in the Narthex if you can help with the program or supply 

snacks for the practices. 

NEEDED: Little Disciples Teachers 

There is a need for additional Little Disciples Teachers.  If you would be       

interested in helping with that please call Kari DeHart at 920-946-1811.  

Thanks in advance for your help. 

“Christmas Trim In Blue”                                                                                                     

Wednesday, December 13th at 7:00 p.m.                                                                                        

Special Music by Pastor Huntzinger 

It is a certainty that some of us will find this Christmas Season to be more difficult in experiencing the joy we’d like to feel. The loss of 

someone we love leaves a lingering pain in our hearts, and we seek to have the caring we need to acknowledge our loss during this 

time. It is also true that  others experience the “cast of blue” at Christmas, because they have lost their job, or can’t seem to climb out 

of debt. Others have experienced divorce, and still others find themselves with deep concerns about their health or the health of 

someone very dear to them. Whatever the reason, Christmas for some is tinged with blue this year. For those people, for all of us 

who for one reason or another, sense a need to reflect, to honor, to link arms in  

regard for one another, we have this opportunity to share in experiencing the       

respite that comes from our oneness in Christ. All are invited to share the strength of 

our togetherness at this special service of worship. 

The Confirmands do not have class this evening, but are expected to 

attend this special service. 
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 Spread some Christmas Joy!      

Christmas is a time of caring, a time of sharing, and a time of love. 

Open up your heart this Christmas season and help make someone else’s Christmas a joyful 

time too. 

 

The Women’s Guild will be sponsoring families whose children are in the Sheboygan County 

Head Start program. On the Advent Tree you will find angel ornaments. These angels will list      

everyday items that these families are in need of. Also there will be clothing items and some toys.  

Again this year we want to bring joy at Christmas time to some senior citizens from Pine    

Haven who otherwise would not receive a gift. You will find that all the tree ornaments will be gifts 

for the Seniors. It is surprising how these gifts will fill their hearts with happiness. 

The Advent Tree will be decorated with angels and trees to pick from on Sundays, December 

3
rd

 and 10
th
. We invite you to take an ornament, purchase the item, wrap it, attach the ornament to 

the gift and bring it back to church.  

ALL GIFTS NEED TO BE RETURNED BY DECEMBER 17
TH

.  

IT IS VERY IMPORTANT TO RETURN YOUR GIFT OTHERWISE 

A CHILD OR AN ADULT MAY NOT GET THAT PRESENT. 
The gifts will be delivered on Monday December 18

th
. 

No time to shop or don’t just care to, but would like to help? You can make a cash donation   

and the Women’s Guild will do the shopping for you.  

Let’s be God’s angels and warm the hearts of others. 

Thank you, 

The Women’s Guild 

 
 

       

 
Saron’s Women’s Guild will be having their Annual Cookie Sale, December 17th in 

the Narthex.  Cookies will be available after the 8:00 a.m. service and before and    

after the Sunday School Program.  A free will offering will be collected. 

Cookie 

Sale 
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IMPORTANT UPCOMING INFORMATION 

• The deadline for all financial contributions to Saron must be at the 

Church office NO LATER THAN 3:00 PM December 27th , to be counted for 

the 2017 year.  

• The Annual Meeting of Saron United Church of Christ will take 

place SUNDAY, JANUARY 28th, 2018, following the 10:15 a.m. 

service.         

• ALL GROUPS/COMMITTEES with financial accounts must    

submit a year-end report to Kari Mooney, Financial Secretary, 

by January 7th, 2018. 
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Christmas Shopping with Scrip  

Many of you are familiar with our Scrip program where you purchase a gift card from the scrip table 
and from each purchase a percentage goes back to the church. Many cards are available from   
grocery stores, gas stations, shops, restaurants and many more. Many Scrip cards are on hand and 
you can purchase them at the Scrip table. If you don’t see a card you would like, just ask the person 
at the Scrip table about it. You can order cards one Sunday and we will have them for you the next 
Sunday.  Check it out  and save yourself some time and energy doing your Christmas shopping this 
year.  

Saron members can also go online to www.shopwithscrip.com to see all the cards that are available 

and if you choose to order and pay online please call or e-mail the church office 

for Saron’s Enrollment Code. You can sign up for “Presto Pay” where you can 

pay for your cards when you order and the cards will be delivered to church.  

 

Message From The Treasurer           

Concerning The Benevolent Fund 

As we approach the end of the year 

please be mindful of our OCWM Goal (Our 

Churches Wider  Mission) for 2017 which 

is $19,188.00.  To date we are falling short 

of reaching that goal.  With that in mind, 

please consider your gift to the Benevolent 

Fund this month.  

From The Church Office 

If you have moved, please let the church office know your 

new address and phone number.  Or, if you no longer 

have a landline, please let the office know your contact 

phone number.  You can call the office at 467-6202 or 

email the office at barb@saronucc.org. Thank you. 

Also, if you or a family member will be  hospitalized 

please let the church office know.  The hospitals no   

longer supply us with that information. 

Thanks for your cooperation. 
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WHAT TO DO IF WE ARE HAVING BAD WEATHER 

Winter is here! We hate to cancel worship, but if we need to, 

Tune in to WHBL 1330 AM (Sheboygan), Milwaukee TV       

Stations 4 (WTMJ), FOX 6, 12 (WISN), 58 (CBS 58) or Green 

Bay TV Stations 2 (WBAY), 5 (WFRV), or 11 (WLUK);  call the 

church office to listen for a cancellation message (467-6202) 

or check the church website for a cancellation notice 

(www.saronucc.org).  

SkiBrule 

Snow Skiing and Snow Boarding 

Friday, January 19, 2018 
 

Grace Congregational UCC, Two Rivers is hosting a trip to SkiBrule on     

Friday, January 19, 2018. They will travel by coach bus, departing from 

Grace Congregational Church at 6:00 AM (bus ready for loading at 5:30 a.m.) 

and returning to Grace by 5:30 PM.  Cost for the bus is $22.00 (you must 

be on time for departure or forfeit the $22 bus cost).   

 

Saron member Mary Albright will be attending and will be Saron’s contact 

person.  Participants traveling alone must be in at least 6th grade. Younger 

children may come if accompanied by an adult.  

Here’s how the program works at SkiBrule.  Everyone, skilled or not, needs to receive a brief  instruction.  If 

you can handle yourself and ski well, you will be sent off to the hill.  If you need further instructions, those will 

be available.  Snowboard lessons are available for an additional $20.00.   

 

Cost per skier is $42.00 (not including ski or snowboard rental) – check with Mary Albright if you need to 

rent equipment. She can get you the forms. Adults ski for the same price as the youth. Lunch (included): 

hot dog, chips, and fountain soda.  Food is also available for purchase at the hill or bring a sack lunch along.   

 

Complete details and permission slips are available on the kiosk in the narthex (or from the Saron church  

office).  Please let Mary Albright (920-838-3086) know by December 31st if you are interested in this trip. 
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“Thank you to all for the kind thoughts, messages, 

and prayers from you during my recovery from 

surgery.  And, I wish you a blessed Christmas    

Season.” 

Nancy Huntzinger 

We Celebrated the Sacrament of     

Baptism for Oliver Allen Dicke, son of 

Cassiee Roth and Zachary Dicke on  

November 12, 2017.  Oliver was born on 

September 14, 2017 and his sponsors 

were Chantelle Roth and Samantha 

Dicke. 

We Celebrated the Sacrament of Baptism for Cameron James 

Gumm and Hannah Lydia Gumm, children of Tyler and Erin Gumm, 

on November 12, 2017.  Cameron was born on August 9, 2015, and 

his sponsors were Brian Gumm and Holly Lamb.  Hannah was born 

on June 20, 2017, and her sponsors were Shawn Lamb and Carrie 

Simolke. 

We Extend Our  

C h r i s t i a n     

Sympathy to the 

family of Dennis 

Schnell (Dorene 

Hanke’s brother) 

who passed away on November 

1st. 

Jordon Rick  (U.S. Marine Corps)           

Christopher Kletzien (U.S. Army) 

Brandon Gumm (U.S. Army)   

Those who are homebound or in care centers:  Verna 
Groene, (Prairie Crossing), Janice  Hartmann (Pine Haven,   
Haven Drive Campus), Norb Meyer (Pine Haven, Haven 
Drive Campus), Janet Klemme (Pine Haven Assisted Living,  
Giddings Ave. Campus), Ilene Struve (Rocky Knoll), Marilyn 
Perronne (at home), Mae Schmidt (at home), Beverly      
Kleinhans (at home)…. 

 

We Celebrate the Birth of twins—

Rayah Renee and Rori Jean Mauk, 

who were born on November 3, 2017 

to Bryan and Brittney Mauk.  They join 

big sister Natalie and big brothers 

Braxton & Jayden. 



Page 8 

 

920-467-6202 

. 

Pave the Way Benefit 

A huge thanks to all that made the Pave the Way Benefit a success.  The        

committee was overwhelmed at the support shown by the members of  Saron.  

Whether you made a monetary contribution, donated to the bucket raffle, 

bought 50/50 Raffle tickets, attended the buffet dinner or encouraged the 

efforts through positive comments, we thoroughly thank you from the bottom of 

our hearts.  It was great to see Saron families work together and enjoy a night of 

fellowship.  Below you will find the financial report created as evidence of the success. 

 
  

 
 

 

Income 

Donations $ 1,780.00   

Dinner Tickets $ 4,570.00  
Total Income $10,697.00 50/50 Raffle $    335.00 

Bucket Raffle $ 4,012.00 

Expenses 

Expenses $ 2,564.50 Total Expenses $ 
2,564.50 

Total Profit $8,132.50 
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Happy Anniversary  We hope you keep the following couples in your prayers as they celebrate 

their Anniversary this month.  If we missed your special day or reported a wrong date please let us 

know by calling the church office at (467-6202 or e-mail barb@saronucc.org). 

December 2   Kevin & Melissa Fleck 

December 7   Kyle & Sarah Mauk  

   Rich & Kathy Specht—15 yrs. 

December 19  Du Wayne & Tammy Grunewald 

December 20  Keith & Betty Steiger 

December 27  Mike & Kari Mooney—20 yrs. 

December 30  Brian & Linda Barthels 

Happy Birthday  We hope you keep the following people in your prayers as they celebrate their 

Birthday this month.  If we missed your special day or reported a wrong date please let us know by 

calling the church office at (467-6202 or e-mail barb@saronucc.org). 

December 1   Erin Gumm 

December 2   August Haas 

          Hailey Haas 

           Melanie Oostdyk 

December 3   Danielle Zimmermann 

December 5   Jola Erdy 

December 7   Randy Peichl 

           Du Wayne Wieck 

December 8   Jon Anhalt 

           Kathy Novak 

           Chantelle Roth 

           Eugene Schaap 

December 9  Gracianne Nohl 

          Kassidy Taylor 

December 10  Jennifer Albright 

December 11  Ashley Guell 

           Tracy Kwekkeboom

           Rick Margenau 

December 12  Tracy Anderson 

            Steve Bender 

            Jayden Van Helden 

December 13  Ralph Knuth 

            Adley Knoz 

            Cassiee Roth 

December 14  Nathanael Wagner 

December 15  Ava Booth 

           Joy Grunewald 

           Courtney Milz 

December 16  Kelly Kaat 

            Lynn Rettig 

           Jordan Theobald 

December 18  Larry Boedecker 

           Jerry Henning 

December 19  Jason Bitter 

           Ethan Schuette 

December 21  Amanda Bell 

December 22  Josh Beitler 

           Jim Fritz  

           Raechel Grunewald

            Dave Morse             

            Kathy Specht 

December 23  Brody Schmidt 

            Mike Walsh 

            Jacob Zittel 

December 24  Don Albright 

            Julie Chisholm 

December 25  Dan Grunewald 

December 26  Elaina Rick 

December 27  William DeHart 

            Emily Grunewald 

            Janet Lammers 

December 28  Tristan Giraldo 

            Jill Grosshuesch 

            Caitlin Trumm 

December 30  Nancy Decker 

            Nikki Kapellen 

            Lindsay Rick 


