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“It is good that one should wait quietly for the salvation of the Lord.”
Lamentations 3:25
A few years ago, I read an Advent devotion entitled The Challenge of Waiting by Martin
Copenhaver. In it he said, “Advent is a season devoted to waiting. It is a time when we celebrate
waiting, honor those who waited for the coming of the Messiah, and seek to learn something about
how we might join them in waiting for the Spirit of Christ to be born again in our midst.” I don’t know
about you, but I am pretty tired of waiting this year. Waiting is never easy, but this year waiting has
taken on a whole new meaning. First, we waited until we could gather again for in-person worship.
Now, we wait until we can truly worship together in ways that we prefer (together without masks and
distance, singing our beloved hymns). We wait until we can gather safely with friends and family.
We wait for celebrations postponed and rituals of grief we were denied. We wait for a vaccine to be
available to all. We wait and we hope, and we pray.
As I write this, I realize that Advent waiting has become more real to me this year. While the
stories we share will be the same, we will experience them in entirely different ways. This is
probably always true, but this year seems so much more pronounced. Copenhaver continues, “To
wait is to be open to the future. To wait is to be open to God.” So, let’s wait together. Our holidays
may not be the same as they have always been, but we may find joy and celebration in the new
things God is calling forth.
There are so many ideas for you to actively wait this Advent and Christmas season in this
issue of the Tidings. Check them out. Try them out. Who knows what kind of new tradition may be
started!
Copenhaver’s prayer at the end of the devotion is fitting. “God, you know that we can find it
challenging to wait. So, teach our hearts to wait. Or, to put it another way, please give us the gift of
hope. Amen.”
Blessings and Merry Christmas to you all.
Pastor RaeAnn

Prepare Ye

Advent Worship Series

“Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a
highway for our God.” Isaiah 40:3
Join us for our Advent worship series Prepare Ye. We will contemplate the
many ways we prepare ourselves for the coming of the Christ Child on Christmas, taking cues from
the psalms of old and from those whom God chose to play a part in the story of Jesus’ birth. As we
draw near to the manger bed of our Savior, our hearts prepare him room for his everlasting love.
November 29: Ponder (Psalm 48:9): We consider ways in which we can ponder the meaning of
the birth of Jesus through the reading of scripture and through reflection. Mary serves as a model
for us int his pondering in the annunciation.
December 6: Pray (Psalm 69:13): We think about ways in which we can take more time during this
season to communicate with God through prayer as we wait for Christ. Zechariah, who went to the
temple to pray, serves as an example for us of how hard that waiting in prayer can be.
December 13: Praise (Psalm 30:4): We celebrate the upcoming arrival of Jesus through shouts of
praise as we prepare for him. Elizabeth, in her greeting of Mary, provides a benchmark for rejoicing
with others over the good news of salvation in Jesus, even as we wait.
December 20: Proclaim (Psalm 145:6): We contemplate how we can prepare ourselves and others
for the arrival of Jesus through our proclaiming. John the Baptist stans as the forerunner of all future
proclaimers of Christ and gives us the courage to use our own voices to proclaim our devotion to
the One who is born to save.
Worship will be at 9:30 am either in-person or via live-streaming on Saron’s YouTube channel.

Bible Study for Advent
December 1, 8, 15, 22 at 10 am via Zoom
Link will be sent out via Thursday Greetings along with passages to read and questions to think
about prior to gathering.

The study follows along with the themes for each Sunday of Advent.
Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83612175957?pwd=aTIyYm9oalZLdDg1bElPdFJybTJLQT09
Meeting ID: 836 1217 5957
Passcode: ChGz91
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Ideas for Observing Advent at Home
A Christmas Tree Blessing (whether it is real or artificial)
Before decorating your tree, gather everyone together and read
this blessing: God who created the birds in the air, the fish in the
sea, the stars in the sky, and the trees in the ground, bless this
tree as we decorate it and make it a joyful symbol in our home.
May its branches remind us of the shade and shelter you
provide for us and many creatures. May its trunk remind us of
your strength. May its lights bring us peace. May we remember
your gift to us this season, the gift of the baby Jesus. Amen
After decorating the tree, set up a creche or manager scene
beneath the tree.
(From Faithful Families: Creating Sacred Moments at Home by Traci Smith)

Reverse Advent Calendar
Each day add a food item to a box or basket. On Christmas Eve donate it to a Food Pantry.
Advent Calendar
There are many different kinds out there (for children and for grownups too). One (from
Parent Cue) is included in this issue of the Tidings.
Family Devotional Time
We have several resources for you to choose from for all different age levels. If you are
interested, please contact the office and we will make arrangements to get one to you.

Blue Christmas Service
Thursday, December 17 at 7:00 pm
This has been a year of incredible loss. We have experienced not
only the loss of human life, but the lose of jobs, companionship,
celebrations, and so much more. Who would have thought when we
worshipped virtually for Easter that we would still be doing so at
Christmas? I know I didn’t.
Come for an evening of quiet reflection, lament, and hope.
Due to the nature of the service, it will not be live-streamed, but a portion will take place outside for
those who do not want to gather in the sanctuary. More details will be available in the
Thursday Greetings.
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Christmas Eve Service
Prepare a Place
There will be two services this year – 5:00pm and 7:00pm
Please sign up on Signup Genius (link will be provided in The Thursday
Greetings) or on the list in the narthex. Each service will be limited to 50
people (unless COVID restrictions are changed).
We are hoping to live-stream one of the services as well.
Just as Mary and Joseph prepared a place for the baby Jesus to rest his head in a manager, so we
prepare a place in our hearts this Christmas Eve for Jesus to be present with us.
Communion will be celebrated at each service and music from various members of the
congregation will be shared by video.

Christmas Day Service
Prepare for Paradise
Worship at 9:30 am (in-person only)
We celebrate the fact that the baby Jesus came to dwell with us here on earth
this Christmas to point us to the truth.

Drive-Through Live Nativity and Food Drive
Immanuel UCC
W3694 County Road FF
(down the road from Lakeland University)
Wednesday, December 16 from 6:30-8:00pm.

It is intended to be a safe, no-contact festive opportunity for the community. There will be a route around the
church parking lot complete with a variety of scenes from the Christmas story, including (hopefully) live
animals. Vehicles can stop to enjoy each scene before moving on to the next one. There will be a place for
those who wish to drop off a donation of nonperishable food items for our food pantry.

Important upcoming Information
•

The Deadline for Financial Contributions for the year 2020 to Saron
must be received by 6:00 P.M. on Wednesday, December 30th. Any
offerings received after that date/time will be considered a
contribution for 2021.

•

All financial account reports from any Saron UCC groups need to be to the office by
Sunday, January 10th. They can be delivered to the church office or emailed to
finance@saronucc.org.
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Advent Angel Tree

We need YOUR help! This year is especially hard due to the pandemic and many
people are out of work or have had their hours reduced. The Women’s Guild is
sponsoring 7 families from Head Start. Many of them are in need of winter coats and
winter clothing to stay warm this winter. Some of them are asking for basic items like
toothbrushes and tooth paste, toiletries, cleaning supplies, and warm blankets. Gift
tags are now available on the Angel Advent Tree in the narthex at church. Contact
Kathy, the church administrator in the church office during the week from 9:00 to
3:00 p.m. at 467-6202 and let her know you are there. She will let you in to pick up
some tags. Please purchase the items, wrap them, attach the tag and return them to
the back church entrance.
New this year, you can choose your tags on Signup Genesis. We have created a
list of gifts we need. Click on the link in the Thursday greetings or on our Saron UCC
Facebook page. There you can sign up for the items you would like to purchase. You will
need to make your own tags. Write the family number, who wants the gift and what
the gift is on the tag. Wrap the item and attach your tag and return the item to the
back entrance of church by Sunday, December 13th.
ANOTHER OPTION:
If you don’t care to go out and shop, but would like to help, you can put your
donation in the donation box by the tree or you can mail your check to church payable
to Saron’s Women’s Guild. We would be happy to go out and shop for you.

All gifts and money donations need to be returned by
Sunday, December 13th.
Thank you, thank you, THANK YOU for making children happy and for helping
families in need this Christmas! You will certainly by blessed.
The Women’s Guild
The Tidings
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Don’t know what to get for that “hard to buy” person who has EVERYTHING for
Christmas or how about that college student who travels a lot to school? We have the answer:
Scrip Cards! Just call Kathy at 467-6202 in the church office and she can help you with ALL
your Christmas needs. During Advent we will be selling Scrip before and after church. Not only do you get the gift cards, but you help the church receive a percentage back by buying
Scrip cards.
Below is a list of Scrip cards we currently have available:
Amazon
itunes/App Store
Bath and Works Best Buy BP
Cousin’s Subs Dairy Queen Domino’s
Festival
Fleet Farm
Home Depot
Jo-Ann Kohls Kwik Trip Meijer Menards
Marcus Theatres
Noodles & Co.
Panera Bread
Papa Murphy’s
Pick‘n Save
Piggly Wiggly
Pizza Hut
Starbucks Subway
Taco Bell
Target
Texas Roadhouse Walgreens
Walmart

•
•

In November, from the profits of Scrip we made the following donations:
$50 to the Sheboygan Falls School District for “Helping Kids” food donation
$500 to the United Church Camp Inc. (UCCI) “Keep the Fires Burning” and this donation
will be matched by an anonymous couple to make it $1000. The future of Pilgrim Center,
Moon Beach, and Cedar Valley is at stake! Due to the pandemic they have drastically cut
expenses, furloughed many staff, refinanced debt, and focused on fundraising, yet they
need to do more. They may also have to sell some of their assets if they have a prayer of
resuming operations in the future. Our donation will help make a difference!
YOU CAN ALSO DONATE TO UCCI to keep these wonderful camps going in the future.
Any money donated will be matched till December 31 st up to $200,000.
You can follow them on Facebook: United Church Camps, Inc.
Mail checks to: United Church Camps, Inc.
Attn: “Keep the Fires Burning”
W1010 Spring Grove Rd.
Ripon, WI 54971
The Women’s Guild thanks you for participating in this fundraiser so these
donations can be made to these very worthwhile organizations.
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Welcome To Our New Administrative Assistant
Howdy,
I am Kathy Schwartz. My husband Eugene and I live in the Town of
Greenbush with our 2 labs, Oscar and Huck. We have 2 daughters,
Becky and Jenny and a son-in-law, Jon. I am a past general leader of the
Spring Valley 4-H club of 13 years. I have been and still am involved in
4-H for much of my life. I enjoy reading and sewing and general crafting. Please stop in to say hello
during my office hours 9 a.m. -3 p.m. M-F. or shoot me an email at adminoffice@saronucc.org.
ITS THAT TIME OF YEAR AGAIN!
WHAT TO DO IF WE ARE HAVING BAD
WEATHER

Winter is here! We hate to cancel worship,
but if we need to, Tune in to WHBL 1330
AM (Sheboygan), Milwaukee TV Stations 4
(WTMJ), FOX 6, 12 (WISN), 58 (CBS 58)
or Green Bay TV Stations 2 (WBAY) or 5
(WFRV); call the church office to listen for a cancellation message
(467-6202) or check the church website for a cancellation notice
(www.saronucc.org).

We extend our Christian Sympathy
to the family of Rev. Kathryn
Kuhn ( Wife to Karl, and Mother to
Josh & Claire) who passed away
on November 3, 2020. Kathryn
served as Pastor here at Saron for
several years….We also extend our Christian Sympathy
to the family of Saron Member Carol Mooney who died
on November 8, 2020 (Mother to Mike Mooney, Jill Daun,
and Joy Grunewald)….Also to the family of Michael
Burkart who died on November 14, 2020 (Vicky Imig’s
Brother)…. And to the family of Dale Hinze who died on
November 19, 2020 (Step Grandfather to Jordan &
Sydney Theobald) …..

Those who are homebound or in care
centers: Joyce Riviers (Pine Haven on
Haven Drive) Marilyn Perronne (at
home), Helen Peichl (at home) Mickey
Glander (Sheboygan Senior Community,
Rm 404) Eugene Weiskopf (Field of
Dreams Assisted Living, Kiel) Merlin &
Shirley Schmidt at home…..

Ben Lenz
(U.S. Air Force)
Christopher
Kletzien
(U.S. Army)

Thank You from Immanuel UCC
Thank you to the members of Saron UCC for regularly supporting our drive-through pantry with gifts of food and funds. Your generosity has been such a
gift! We are seeing the need continue to increase pretty regularly, but we have been overwhelmed by the generosity that keeps pouring in - somehow, by
the grace of God, always meeting the need. Last week was our second-busiest week since we opened in late March, and we anticipate that the spike will
continue through the end of the year. On behalf of Immanuel UCC, please know how grateful we are for your help and support as we seek to serve the
hungry in our wider community!

Rev. Laura Yurs
Thank you for the many cards, phone calls, and well wishes I received
following my recent knee surgery. Appreciated them all.
Virginian Braun.
The Tidings
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Christmas Fund for the Veterans of the Cross and the Emergency Fund
“For such a time as this.” Esther 4:14
They came when you needed them. They answered the phone when you called. They baptized and
married and buried your loved ones. They gave up weekend after weekend after weekend to care for your
spirit, lead you in worship, and point to God in your midst. Some of them did it for less money than they could
easily live on. Some of them did it for less than they would have been willing to do any other job for, because
of what they believe about who God is, and what they believe about who you are.
For all the sacrifices that clergy and lay church workers have made in our congregations, over 100
years ago the Pension Boards of the United Church of Christ created the Christmas Fund for the Veterans of
the Cross and the Emergency Fund, to help support them in retirement and during times of emergent need.
The Christmas Fund provides Supplementation of Small Annuities, Supplementation of Health
Premiums, Emergency Grants, and Christmas “Thank You” Gift Checks for retirees and those facing
unforeseen financial hardship.
Since last March, because of the COVID-19 pandemic, the emergency financial needs of many who
serve the church have increased dramatically. These difficult times make the need for the Christmas Fund
more urgent than ever.
Join with others in the United Church of Christ to make “the light shine in the darkness” for those who
have given so much to our church. We will receive this special offering throughout the season of Advent and
will dedicated it on December 20, 2020. Envelopes are available in the Narthex or you can send your check
to the church office. Make your check out to Saron UCC and place Christmas Fund in the memo line.
Another safe and efficient alternative is to give online at www.christmasfund.org. The “Donate” button on the
front page will link to a clear and secure online option.

Lakeland University Offers Outstanding Scholarship Opportunity
Are you looking for ways to get involved in a religious studies community during your time at college? Do you
have a passion to speak out for justice in our communities and world? Lakeland University offers a full-tuition
scholarship competition opportunity to students with these interests; it’s called our Ulrich Scholars Scholarship Program. The Ulrich Scholarship is named after the long-time and beloved Lakeland Professor of Philosophy and Religion, Reinhard Ulrich.
Each year nine Ulrich Scholars earn a $20,000 per year scholarship to attend Lakeland University. We also
offer one student a full-tuition award. Students who receive these awards major or minor in Religion, participate in Ulrich Scholars events throughout the year (including lectures, retreats, community service, and visits
to various religious communities), and lead a social justice initiative on or off campus in their junior or senior
years.
If this sounds interesting, we would love to have you learn more about the Ulrich Scholars Program. You may
apply for the opportunity at lakeland.edu/portal. The full-tuition competition is set to take place on January
29, 2021. Applicants must submit their materials by January 22, 2021.
Don't hesitate to reach out if you have any questions about this opportunity! Contact Dr. Karl Kuhn at
kuhnka@lakeland.edu or admissions@lakeland.edu
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Treasurer’s Update
As Of October 31, 2020
First and foremost, the Consistory would like to thank you for your generosity. Without your financial
support the mission and ministry of Saron UCC would not be possible. The Consistory would also
like to keep you, the congregation, updated on the financial situation at Saron.
The General Fund supports the work of the church through salaries, programs, building upkeep,
office expenses, utilities, supplies, and of course insurances (the items that are included in our
line-item budget).
YTD income $142,611

YTD expenses

$153,721

Although there is a YTD deficit, Saron currently has a surplus in our General Fund of $97,784. This
is being used to offset any difference between our income and expenses.
It should be noted that Saron has received a $21,145 forgivable loan through the Small Business
Administration as part of the CARES Act “Paycheck Protection Program” due to the Covid-19
pandemic. The loan will be forgiven and become a grant upon submission and acceptance of an
application with documentation supporting the use of the funds for payroll and utilities during the
period that Saron is unable to have full services.

The Benevolence Fund supports our OCWM commitment, our SPARE student, other mission
opportunities and acts as a pass-through account for the UCC Special Mission Offerings.
YTD income $16,789
Of this total income amount, $12,161 has been designated to OCWM which is 59% of our annual
budgeted commitment of $20,500.

Monies in this fund must be spent each year.

The Improvement Fund supports all maintenance of the buildings and property that is not covered
under General Fund expenses.

YTD income $22,049

YTD expenditures $13,180

Current amount in the fund $35,169. Of this amount, $9,075 has been designated to be applied to
the septic system replacement costs in 2021.
Monies in this fund can be carried over from year to year.

This update does not include all funds at Saron. An update on these funds is available from the
treasurer.
If you have any questions about Saron’s finances, please contact Tracy Beeck, Treasurer or any
Consistory member.
The Tidings
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Septic System Project Update
As Of October 31, 2020
As you will recall, in May 2020 we provided the congregation with a copy of the accepted bids from
Schwartz Septic, Neumann Plumbing & Heating and KW Electric for replacement of the septic system. The total cost of the project is estimated to be $44,406 (which includes an additional $5,000
above bids for unforeseen expenses). Here is an update to the congregation on the progress that
has been made in funding this project.

Estimated Cost of Project

$44,406.00

Less: Down payment for church & house holding tanks 5/21/20)

($4,000.00)

Balance of Estimated Total Cost to be Paid to Vendors

$40,406.00

Improvement Fund (earmarked for project from fund balance)

($1,000.00)

($5,000 less $4,000 down payment paid 5/21/20)

Total member donations as of 10/31/20

($8,075.00)

Balance needed for septic system project

$31,331.00

If you would like to contribute towards this project, please note in the memo section of your check
“Septic System Project”. As shown above, we have earmarked $5,000 of the funds currently held in
the Improvement Fund ($35,169) for this project and would like to keep the balance for any
unforeseen expenses that may arise. However, we will allocate additional funds, if necessary, in
Spring 2021 when the balance comes due for the project. We are exploring a variety of fundraising
options, however, in the current environment of COVID-19, we feel it would be best to hold off on
any type of event until early 2021.
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Happy Anniversary We hope you keep the following people in your prayers as they celebrate their
Anniversary this month. If we missed your special day or reported a wrong date please let us know
by calling the church office at (467-6202 or e-mail adminoffice @saronucc.org).
December 2 Kevin & Melissa Fleck—20 yrs.

December 20 Keith & Betty Steiger—40 yrs.

December 7 Kyle & Sarah Mauk—35 yrs.
Rich & Kathy Specht

December 27 Mike & Kari Mooney

December 19 Du Wayne & Tammy Grunewald—5 yrs.

December 30 Brian & Linda Barthels

Happy Birthday We hope you keep the following people in your prayers as they celebrate their
Birthday this month. If we missed your special day or reported a wrong date please let us know by
calling the church office at (467-6202 or e-mail adminoffice@saronucc.org).
December 1 Erin Gumm
December 2 August Haas
Hailey Haas
December 3 RaeAnn Beebe
Danielle Zimmermann
December 5 Jola Erdey
December 7 Randy Peichel
Du Wayne Wieck
December 8 Jon Anhalt
Kathy Novak
Chantelle Roth
Eugene Schaap

December 9 Gracianne Nohl
Kassidy Taylor
December 10 Jennifer Albright
December 11 Ashley Guell
Tracy Kweekeboom
December 12 Tracy Anderson
Steve Bender
Jayden Van Helden
The Tidings

December 13 Ralph Knuth
Adley Konz
Cassiee Roth
December 15 Courtney Amborn
Ava Booth
Joy Grunewald
December 16 Kelly Kaat
Jordan Theobald
December 18 Larry Boedecker
Jerry Henning
December 19 Jason Bitter
Ethan Schuette

December 24 Julie Chisholm
December 25 Dan Grunewald
December 26 Elaina Rick
December 27 William DeHart
Emily Grunewald
Janet Lammers
Brooke Zimmermann
December 28 Tristan Giraldo
Jill Grosshuesch
Caitlin Trumm
December 30 Nancy Decker
Lindsey Rick

December 21 Amanda Bell
Joy Mitchell-Fessler
December 22 Joshua Beitler
Jim Fritz
Raechel Grunewald
David Morse
Kathy Specht
December 23 Brody Schmidt
Mike Walsh
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