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We are definitely entering the holiday season. Thanksgiving is almost upon us (well, it will be 
over by the time you are reading this). There are so many preparations to get ready for it 
whether you are hosting the family or going to someone else’s home. I remember so many 
Thanksgivings traveling to Illinois to spend the weekend with my cousins. Later we            
celebrated with my husband’s family as there were birthdays and anniversaries associated 
with that time as well. As a child I remember the grown ups lingering around the table long 
after the meal was over talking and talking. I wasn’t sure what they were talking about, but 
they seemed to enjoy it. At my in-laws my mother-in-law would get up early to get the meal 
started because we had to eat during halftime of the football game. My boys will remember 
all of the vegetables on the table! These memories sustain us and connect us to generations 
before and generations to come as we share our stories and make new traditions and    
memories. I hope all of you had a very blessed Thanksgiving. 

 And right on the heels of Thanksgiving we in the church embark on the journey of    
Advent. The Worship Design Team has been at work for awhile now preparing for Advent. 
Our theme this year is Angels Among Us and there certainly are a lot of angels among us! 
The worship enhancement team has been busy making angels that will adorn the Christmas 
tree in the sanctuary. A group of singers has been learning a new song that will be shared 
during worship. We’ve recruited several “thespians” to make our scriptures come alive in 
worship. We held an Advent Family Night, and everyone went home with an angel. It was a 
lot of fun. As you might have guessed our focus this Advent will be on the appearances of 
the Angels to those in the Christmas story. These are stories we may know, but we will take 
a deep dive into them looking not only at what the visits meant to those in the story, but also 
what they mean for us. 

 I am so grateful for all those who have helped with the preparations. For their           
creativity, their willingness to embrace a non-traditional approach to Advent, for their         
willingness to step out of their comfort zones and help to lead worship. And isn’t that what is 
at the heart of the angel visits? Inviting everyday ordinary people to step out of their comfort 
zones and expected roles and to become a part of something wonderful and extraordinary. 
That still is God’s invitation to us. 

 Blessings to you and yours this holiday season. Merry Christmas. 

 

Pastor RaeAnn 
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Advent Worship Series - Angels Among Us 

“Do not be afraid.” 

The angels that appear in the story of Jesus’ birth would have been very comfortable in our world of 
tweets and hashtags. Their messages were often short and to the point – their favorite line being 
#DoNoBeAfraid. As we look at the stories of these winged messengers to Zechariah, Mary, Joseph, 
and the Shepherds and their reactions to them, we will contemplate what messages we can offer 
that will counteract a culture of fear and bring #morehope, #morepeace, #morejoy, and 
#morelove to the world. 

11/27 Make Ready a People: #morehope Luke 1:5-25, 57-80 

12/4 Nothing is Impossible: #morepeace Luke 1:26-56 

12/11 Do Not Be Afraid: #morejoy  Matthew 1:18-25 

12/18 This Will Be a Sign: #morelove  Luke 2:1-20 

Blue Christmas Service – A Service of Remembrance and Hope 

Wednesday, December 14 at 7:00 pm 

While we are expected to feel joy during the holidays, the events in our lives can 
make it difficult. We have experienced not only the loss of human life, but the loss of 

jobs, companionship, celebrations, and so much more. 

Come for an evening of quiet reflection,     
lament, and hope. 

This service will give you a safe place to 
feel the loss, hurt, and pain, but also offer 

hope in the midst of your darkness. 
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 Advent Small Group Study—The Angels Of Christmas  

 

Wednesday 11/30, 12/7, 12/14/ 12/21 

1:00pm — 2:00 pm at the Church House 

 

The study will follow along with our worship series for Advent 

The Christmas Fund 

Overwhelmed with JOY! 

The Christmas Fund has been caring for active and retired clergy and lay employees 
of the United Church of Christ for over 100 years, providing emergency grants, sup-
plementation of small annuities and health premiums, and Christmas “Thank You” gift 
checks each December to our lower-income retirees. Over the past few years, the 
emergency financial needs of many who serve the church increased dramatically. Many of our clergy continue to bear the     
consequences of lost or decreased income. These difficult times make the need for the Christmas Fund more urgent than ever. 
Envelopes are available in the Narthex and in the pew racks. Checks should be made out to Saron UCC with The Christmas 
Fund in the memo line. You can also make donations on-line at www.christmasfund.org. We will dedicate this offering on      

December 18. 

Worship Schedule for Christmas 

December 18   Sunday School Program at the   
               10:15 am service 

     Advent Worship at 8:00 am 

 

December 24   Christmas Eve worship at 7:00 pm.  

  The Choir will sing, and communion will be celebrated. 

 

December 25   Christmas Day worship at 9:30 am (no Sunday School) 

 

January 1, 2023    A New Year Celebration - one service at 10:15 am (no Sunday 
School) 

http://www.christmasfund.org
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Christmas Card Donations 

Ask and you will receive. That’s the way it is at 

Saron and once again members of Saron          

responded. The Women’s Guild asked for   

Christmas cards to work on a project. The       

response was outstanding! We made Christmas 

card trees which we will be selling for $10 each. The trees will be for sale each 

Sunday at the Scrip table and at the Cookie Sale.  

Money collected will be donated to The Warming Shelter. 

Thank you so much for your donation of Christmas cards! 

The Women’s Guild 

Christmas Cookie Sale 
Back By Popular Demand! 

On Sunday, December 18th we will be having our    

Christmas Cookie Sale.                                    

Come and get your favorite cookies for the         

Holiday Season.                                                          

There will be a free will offering. 

Thank You, 

The Women’s Guild and Prayer Shawl Group 

 



The Tidings Page 5 

 Spread some Christmas Joy!      

Christmas is a time of caring, a time of sharing, and a time of love. 

Open your heart this Christmas season and help make someone else’s  

Christmas a joyful time too. 

 

The Women’s Guild will be sponsoring families whose children are in the Sheboygan County 

Head Start program. On the Advent Tree you will find angel ornaments. These angels will list       

everyday items that these families are in need of. Also there will be clothing items and some toys.  

 

The Advent Tree will be decorated with angels to pick from on Sundays November 27 th,      

December 4th, and 11th. You may also stop by the church during the week from 9:00 to 3:00 p.m. 

Please let Kathy know you are there before you pick up some tags. We invite you to take an           

ornament, purchase the item, wrap it, attach the ornament to the gift and bring it back to church 

NO LATER THAN SUNDAY DECEMBER 18th. The gifts will be delivered on Monday December 

19th.  

No time to shop or don’t just care to, but would like to help? You can make a cash donation 

and the Women’s Guild will do the shopping for you. Please put your monetary donation in the      

donation box by the tree or you can mail your check to church payable to Saron ’s Women’s Guild. 

We would be happy to go out and shop for you. It would be greatly appreciated if monetary            

donations could be made by Sunday, December 11th so we have sufficient time to purchase       

needed items.  
 

Let us be God’s angels and warm the hearts of others! 

Thank you, 

The Women’s Guild 
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Mission Team Report 

The purpose of the Mission Team is to find single-day mission projects or activities and to 

make the members of Saron aware of these mission projects and encourage and facilitate the    

congregation to support them.  We have set up one panel of the kiosk to be for Mission Team     

projects, so please be alert to these postings.  The members of the Mission Team are Darlene 

Gumm, Joan Laack and Barb Post.  The Mission Team is excited about church members ’            

response to these initial projects:   

(1) Bridgeway & Beyond                                                                                                                          

 Bridegway is a residential transitional living program for homeless women with children in 

Sheboygan.  They support 4-6 families at a time.  Saron members have committed to providing a 

meal one evening  a month from July through December. A big thank you to all who have signed up 

to make a meal.  Look for more opportunities in the future. 

(2) Habitat For Humanity.                                                                                                                             

 Several Saron members participated in the ‘Rock the Block’ neighborhood revitalization    

project of the Gateway neighborhood in Sheboygan in September.  Thank you to those who       

supported this important ministry.  We hope Saron members will continue to volunteer their time to 

upcoming Habitat projects.     

(3) Food Pantry.                                                                                                                                    

 The Mission Team appreciates the continued support of the congregation to the Food Pantry.  

Food items can be donated by placing them in the plastic bin below the kiosk in the narthex.  

(4) Feed My Starving Children.                                                                                                         

 A group of 10 Saron members, including 6 confirmands, had an enjoyable evening  filling 

meal packets for 2 hours in October.  The meal packets are used to provide life-giving nutrition to 

children in needy areas throughout the world.  Be alert for your opportunity to join in this worthwhile 

project in October of 2023.   

Upcoming Projects-the details of these will be forthcoming 

Sheboygan Warming Shelter–an overnight shelter in the winter months for the homeless in 

Sheboygan 

Mary’s Room–a mission that helps needy mothers and their newborns. 

 

We hope the members of Saron will continue to support these and other upcoming projects 

as we seek to spread God’s love to those nearby who are in need.  

If you have any questions or suggestions please speak to any member of the Mission Team.  
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Treasurer’s Update 

As of October 31, 2022 

First and foremost, the Consistory would like to thank you for your generosity. Without your financial 
support the mission and ministry of Saron UCC would not be possible. The Consistory would also 
like to keep you, the congregation, updated on the financial situation at Saron. 

The General Fund supports the work of the church through salaries, programs, building upkeep,  
office expenses, utilities, supplies, and of course insurances (the items that are included in our line-
item budget). 

 YTD income $126,916 YTD expenses $150,229  YTD Deficit $23,313 

As you can see, we are running a deficit in our general fund.  Although there is a reserve 
built up in the general fund, year-to-date $23,313 of that reserve has been used for expenses. 
Please prayerfully consider your support of the daily and weekly vital functions of Saron 
Church. 

The Improvement Fund supports all maintenance of the buildings and property that is not covered 
under General Fund expenses.  Monies in this fund can be carried over from year to year. 

 YTD income  $31,947  YTD expenditures $71,405 (including $38,902 roof) 

             & $31,457 for septic) 

Total Fund Balance $38,732  Total Approved Remaining Exp.(Septic)  $8,949 
      Unexpended Balance $29,783 

The Benevolence Fund supports our OCWM commitment, our SPARE student, other mission     
opportunities and acts as a pass-through account for the UCC Special Mission Offerings. 

YTD income $20,976 

Designated Disbursements: 

SPARE (minimum of $1,250 - $2,200 designated so far) 

OCWM ($20,500 commitment - $15,446 designated so far, $5,054 deficit) 

Pass Through for Special Offerings and Mission Projects ($3,282 distributed so far) 

This update does not include all funds at Saron. An update on these funds is available from the 
treasurer. If you have any questions about Saron’s finances, please contact Treasurer Tracy Beeck 
or any Consistory member. 

Custodian Wanted 

The church is in need of a custodian.  The position has flexible 

hours, usually amounting to 5-7 per week.  Please contact the 

church office if you are interested.   
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Saron UCC Endowment Fund Committee Asks: 
Did you know? 

Did you know...There are 7 categories of assets which      
covers everything a person can own: 1) bank accounts, 2) 
personal property and household goods, 3) publicly traded 
investments: 4) privately held investments and business  
interests; 5) real estate: 6) life insurance; and 7) Qualified 
Retirement Plans?  How assets are transferred during your 
lifetime or after your passing depends on the type of assets and how it is owned. 

Please consult your tax advisor for advice on these topics.  Feel free to contact any member of       
Saron’s Endowment Fund Committee member with questions. 

Those who are homebound or in care centers: Marilyn 
Perronne (at home), Eugene Weiskopf (Field of Dreams  
Assisted Living, Kiel)  Shirley Schmidt (at Song Bird Pond), 
Merlin Schmidt  (at home), Sally Nohl (at home) 

We extend our Christian Sympathy to the family of Peter 

Oostdyk, former long time member of Saron and Father of 

Kathy Novak passed away on November 8th ….. And to the 

family of Florence Jetzer, Mother of Judy Dumke who 

passed away on November 10th…. 

Lindley Epping, daughter 

of Paul & Stephanie was 

baptized at Saron on 

Sunday, November 13th. 

Ben Lenz                                                    

(U.S. Air Force) 

Christopher Kletzien                                      

(U.S. Army 

WHAT TO DO IF WE ARE HAVING    

BAD WEATHER 

Winter is here! We hate to cancel    

worship, but if we need to, Tune in 

to WHBL 1330 AM (Sheboygan),     

Milwaukee TV    Stations 4 (WTMJ), 

FOX 6, 12 (WISN), 58 (CBS 58) or 

Green Bay TV Stations 2 (WBAY) or 5 (WFRV); call the 

church office to listen for a cancellation message (467-6202) 

or check the church website for a cancellation notice 

(www.saronucc.org).  
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Happy Anniversary  We hope you keep the following people in your prayers as they celebrate their 

Anniversary this month.  If we missed your special day or reported a wrong date please let us know 

by calling the church office at (920-467-6202 or email  adminoffice@saronucc.org. 

December 2   Kevin & Melissa Fleck 

December 7   Rich & Kathy Specht 

December 19  Du Wayne & Tammy 

                    Grunewald 

December 20  Keith & Betty Steiger 

December 27  Mike & Kari Mooney—25 yrs. 

December 30  Brian & Linda Barthels 

Happy Birthday  We hope you keep the following people in your prayers as they celebrate their 

Birthday this month.  If we missed your special day or reported a wrong date please let us know 

by calling the church office at (920-467-6202 or email  adminoffice@saronucc.org). 

December 1   Erin Gumm 

December 2   August Haas  

            Hailey Haas 

December 3   RaeAnn Beebe  

           Danielle Zimmermann 

December 7   Randy Peichl  

            Du Wayne Wieck 

December 8   Jon Anhalt  

  Kathy Novak  

  Eugene Schaap 

December 9   Gracianne Nohl 

  Kassidy Taylor 

December 10  Jennifer Albright 

December 11  Ashley Guell  

  Tracy Kwekkeboom 

December 12  Tracy Anderson 

  Steve Bender  

  Jayden Van Helden 

December 13  Ralph Knuth  

  Adley Konz  

  Cassiee Roth 

December 15  Courtney Amborn 

  Ava Booth   

December 15  Joy Grunewald 

December 16  Kelly Kaat 

  Jordan Theobald 

December 18  Larry Boedecker

  Jerry Henning 

December 19  Jason Bitter 

  Ethan Schuette 

December 21  Amanda Bell 

  Joy MitchellFessler 

December 22  Josh Beitler 

  Jim Fritz 

  Raechel Grunewald 

  David Morse 

  Kathy Specht 

December 23  Brody Schmidt 

  Mike Walsh 

December 24  Julie Chisholm 

December 25  Dan Grunewald 

December 26  Elaina Rick 

December 27  William DeHart

  Emily Grunewald

  Janet Lammers

December 27  Brooke Zimmermann 

December 28  Tristan Giraldo 

  Jill Grosshuesch 

  Caitlin Trumm 

December 30  Nancy Decker  

  Lindsay Rick 


