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“From the past will come the future; What it holds, a mystery,                                                                
Unrevealed until its season, Something God alone can see.” By Natalie Sleeth 

 

 One of my favorite hymns is Hymn of Promise by Natalie Sleeth. We sang it twice during   
Advent. On the first Sunday of Advent when we lit the candle of hope and at our Blue Christmas  
service. Both times seemed appropriate. This hymn is filled with all kinds of hope – hope for what 
can and will be. It is also sung at funerals and memorial services because of its hope in resurrec-
tion. 

 Natalie wrote this hymn first as a choral anthem in 1985. It evolved from her pondering a line 
in a T. S. Elliot poem, “in the end is our beginning.” She ends up pondering all kinds of opposites or 
things within other things. She sees life as overlapping circles rather than a straight line. She        
finished this hymn shortly before her husband Ron was diagnosed with terminal cancer and he 
wanted it sung at his funeral. 

 I like this hymn because of the possibilities it speaks of – bulbs which don’t look like life, but 
inside is a flower just waiting to grow, a cocoon which is filled with mushy goo, but a beautiful       
butterfly is forming. All of this occurring right before our eyes, but we can’t see it yet. The story of 
Christmas shares this same idea. God is at work in the midst of a world that was anything but      
perfect. Being born as a child in an out-of-the-way place to a couple who had dreamed other 
dreams. 

 We deal with this same idea each new year. Hopes and dreams that have taken place and 
those that have not. Looking forward to a future we can’t see yet. Dreaming new dreams and hoping 
all over again. A future whose possibilities are a mystery until they unfold during the year. 
“Something God alone can see.” 

 As we look back on the year that was, may we be reminded of all that 2022 was and all that it 
taught us. May we look forward to 2023, not just for the plans we have made or the hopes we would 
like to see, but for the possibilities that God is placing before us. Trusting in the promise of Christ ’s 
birth, Emmanuel, God with us. 

 

Happy New Year, 

Pastor RaeAnn 
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Angels Among Us 

Our worship series this Advent required many people to make it meaningful.   

Our Worship Enhancement Team for creating sacred space that helped us to embrace the 
theme of Angels Among Us. The angel ornaments were beautiful, and the Advent candle  
angels drew us into the theme. 

Carson and Cole Anhalt for singing the theme song live for each worship service. You did a 
wonderful job and it added so much to the service having you sing in person rather than        
recording the song. 

Our group of Advent players who brought each of the stories of the angel visits to life: Donna 
Rabe, Jay Grosshuesch, Deb Meinnert, Joan Laack, Marian Jarvis, Brian Rautmann, Deb 
Rautmann, Rory Beebe, Cole Anhalt, Carson Anhalt, Chase Anhalt, Erin Gumm, Jackie    
Jarvis, David Roettger, Mairin Jarvis, Sue Roettger, Allen Nohl, Zac Dulmes, Judy Dumke, 
William Fitzgerald, Doug VanHelden, Katie VanHelden, and Kari Mooney. Barb Post for     
recruiting volunteers and organizing practices. 

Thank you all for sharing your gifts with all of us this Advent. 

Pastor RaeAnn 

Advent Angel Tree Thank You 

 
 

The true meaning of Christmas is “It is more blessed to give than to receive” Acts 20:35. You can feel that at 

Saron. The Women’s Guild wants to thank each person who donated gifts and money to the Angel Tree. We 

sponsored 6 families, a total of 33 people. Can you even try to imagine the excitement at these homes as 

the families opened their gifts on Christmas? It must have been such a joyful time! There are truly “MANY         

ANGELS AMONG US” here at Saron, along with the friends of Saron who also donated. It must just warm 

your heart knowing we all made this possible by working together.  

 

Thank you, Saron Church!                                                                                                     

The Women’s Guild 



The Tidings Page 3 

                

     CHRISTMAS COOKIE SALE 
       

      The Women’s Guild and the Shawl Ministry 

           would like to send a big THANK YOU to  

                                             all those who purchased cookies. The  

        Christmas Card Trees    
 

Thank you to all that purchased the Christmas Card Trees.  

  A total of $200 will be donated to The Warming Shelter in Sheboygan.  

If you have any Christmas cards you would still like to donate, we will  

gladly accept them. Please leave them on the Narthex table.                                                                  

Thank you                                                                                                                    

The Women’s Guild 

Worship Service Time 

The congregational survey that was sent out in August indicated that the 

majority of Saron members are in favor of transitioning to one worship service on 

Sundays.  The Consistory had a lengthy discussion on the topic and decided that 

the attendance numbers do not suggest the need to have two services each   

Sunday.  In addition, one service will help unify the church, require fewer volunteers (ushers,       

acolytes, readers), and reduce expenses.  Therefore, the Consistory proposes that we change to a 

single 9:30 worship time through the whole calendar year.  Sunday School would be held before 

worship.  This proposal will be voted on by congregational members at the annual congregational 

meeting on Sunday, January 22, 2023.  If the proposal passes, the change to one service would 

begin at the conclusion of the Sunday school year this spring so that families would not have to 

change plans on short notice.      

Saron Has A New Custodian 

Saron would like to welcome Mark Schroeder to our staff.  Mark is our newly hired custodian.  

He began his duties the week of Christmas.  Mark is a retired tool and die maker from        

Sheboygan Falls.  We greatly appreciate the fine work that Peter Christy did as Saron ’s      

custodian for the past couple of years.  We also want to thank Rory Beebe for filling in for a 

couple of weeks after Pete left.   
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Budget Meeting To Field Questions From The Congregation                                                             

Sunday, January 15th, 2023                                                                                                   

At 9:00 A.M. 

Annual Meeting of Saron United Church of Christ                                                                              

Sunday, January 22nd, 2023                                                                                                   

At Approximately 11:15 A.M. 

PLEASE TAKE NOTE: 

The Church is still in need of candidates for Elder, Deacon, Treasurer, Trustee, Endowment 

Committee, and the Pastor Parish Relations Committee.  Those who are interested should 

contract the Consistory or the church office.  Nominations will be excepted from the floor. 

Nominations for Elected Leaders 

The Consistory of Saron Church is made up of three Elders (who are responsible for the congregation’s spiritual life), 

three Deacons (who are responsible for the stewardship of finances & property), the Treasurer (who oversees the       

financial security of the church), and the pastor. 

 The nominees for Elder are:   In Need of Two Nominees 

 The nominees for Deacon are:   Barb Post & In Need of One More Nominee 

 The nominees for Treasurer are:   Linda Barthels & In Need of One More Nominee 

The Consistory requests the Trustees to carry out repair and maintenance projects around the church building and 

grounds. 

 The nominees for trustee are:   Devin Gardapee & In Need of One More Nominee 

The Christian Education Board  chooses the Sunday School curriculum, recruits and trains teachers, and plans       

Vacation Bible School and the Christmas program.  

 The nominees for the Christian Education Board are:   Donna Rabe & Heidi Taylor 

The Cemetery Board is responsible for the maintenance of the cemetery and its funds. 

 The nominees for the Cemetery Board are:   Steve Bender, Incumbent & Du Wayne Nohl 

The Endowment Committee is responsible for congregational awareness and prudent investing of Saron’s Endowment 

Funds. 

 The nominees for the Endowment Committee are:   Luke Kwekkeboom & In Need Of One More Nominee 

The Pastor Parish Relations Committee meets at least quarterly with the pastor to ensure a healthy relationship       

between the pastor and the congregation. 

 The nominees for the Pastor Parish Relations Committee are:  Mary Albright & In Need of One More    

Nominee 
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Endowment Fund Committee To Propose Changes At Annual Meeting 

The Endowment Fund Committee propose 3 changes to the Saron bylaws governing the Endowment Fund.                 

The congregation will be asked to consider these changes and vote on them at the Annual Meeting. 

1) Lower the minimum principal requirement before income distribution can commence from $1000,000 to $75,000. 

2)  In the use of earning section of the Saron bylaws pertaining to the Endowment Fund, eliminate the percentage     

references to make the section more understandable and the process simple and flexible. 

3) Change the audit requirement to: Any time the church if professionally audited and any time there is an Endowment 

Committee Treasurer change. 

Printed copies of the existing by laws and the proposed changes will be provided at the annual meeting.  The 

reason for the changes can be covered during discussion, prior to a vote on each item. 

IMPORTANT REMINDER: All financial account reports from any Saron UCC group needs to be to the 

church office by Sunday, January 8th.  They can be delivered to the church office or emailed to              

adminoffice@saronucc.org.  Please use Word Documents for your report. 

Treasurer’s Update                                                                                                                     
As of November 30, 2022 

First and foremost, the Consistory would like to thank you for your generosity. Without your financial support the mission and ministry 
of Saron UCC would not be possible. The Consistory would also like to keep you, the congregation, updated on the financial situation 
at Saron. 

The General Fund supports the work of the church through salaries, programs, building upkeep, office expenses, utilities, supplies, 
and of course insurances (the items that are included in our line-item budget). 

 YTD income:  $151,814  YTD expenses:  $162,959  YTD Deficit:  $11,145 

As you can see, we are running a deficit in our general fund.  Although there is a reserve built up in the general fund, year-to
-date $11,145 of that reserve has been used for expenses. Please prayerfully consider your support of the daily and weekly 
vital functions of Saron Church 

The Improvement Fund supports all maintenance of the buildings and property that is not covered under General Fund expenses.  
Monies in this fund can be carried over from year to year. 

 YTD income: $33,229 YTD expenditures: $73,276 (including $38,902 roof & $33,322 for septic) 

Total Fund Balance: $38,143 Total Approved Remaining Exp.(Septic):  $7,084   Unexpended Balance:  $31,060 

The Benevolence Fund supports our OCWM commitment, our SPARE student, other mission opportunities and acts as a pass-
through account for the UCC Special Mission Offerings. 

YTD income:  $24,988 

Designated Disbursements:                                                                                                                                                 
SPARE (minimum of $1,250 - $2,200 designated so far                                                                                                                                
OCWM ($20,500 commitment - $18,137 designated so far, $2,363 deficit)                                                                                          
Pass Through for Special Offerings and Mission Projects ($3,332 distributed so far) 

This update does not include all funds at Saron. An update on these funds is available from the treasurer. If you have any questions 
about Saron’s finances, please contact Treasurer Tracy Beeck or any Consistory member. 



Page 6 The Tidings 

Mission Team Report 

The purpose of the Mission Team is to find single-day mission projects or activities and to make the members of 

Saron aware of these mission projects and encourage and facilitate the congregation to support them.  We have set up 

one panel of the kiosk to be for Mission Team projects, so please be alert to these postings.  The members of the     

Mission Team are Darlene Gumm, Joan Laack, Kari Mooney and Barb Post.  The Mission Team is excited to announce 

these new projects:   

(1) Bridgeway & Beyond 

Bridegway is a residential transitional living program for homeless women with children in Sheboygan.  They   

support 4-6 families at a time.  Beginning in January, Saron will collect donations of paper products for the home.      

Paper towels, toilet paper and tissues can be placed in the tote by the entry doors of the church.   

(2) Sheboygan Warming Shelter 

Saron Church has agreed to make, deliver and serve the evening meal for residents of the shelter on Tuesday, 

February 28th and Friday, March 10.  We are asking for donations of food items for these meals and for also a few 

people to prepare the meals at Saron and then deliver and serve the food at the Warming Shelter in Sheboygan. 

The sign-up sheets will be up on the kiosk at the end of January with the menus and the items to prepare the food on 

the menus. There will also be a signup to help prepare the meals on the afternoons of these two dates. 

We anticipate an afternoon and evening with lots of joyful noise in the church kitchen as Saron members work 

together to heed God’s call to help those in need.  Please consider how you can assist with this project. 

(3) Mary’s Room     

Mary’s room help’s assist needy families of newborns.  Saron is planning on having a ‘Baby Shower’ on        

Sunday, April 23, where members will be encouraged to donate baby food, clothing and furniture.     

We hope the members of Saron will continue to support these and other upcoming projects as we seek to 

spread God’s love to those nearby who are in need.  

If you have any questions or suggestions please speak to any member of the Mission Team.  

SHEBOYGAN WARMING SHELTER 

Saron UCC will be providing two meals for the Sheboygan Warming Shelter – one on Tuesday, February 28, 2023 and the 

other on    Friday, March 10th, 2023. 

We are asking for donations of food items for these meals and for also a few people to prepare the meals at Saron and 

then deliver and serve the food at the Warming Shelter in Sheboygan. 

The sign-up sheets will be up on the kiosk at the end of January  with the menus and the items to prepare the food on the 

menus.  There will also be a signup to help prepare the meals on the afternoons of these two dates.   

The Warming Shelter provides a warm place to stay and a warm meal for the cold winter nights.   

Thank you! 

Saron Mission Team 
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Brat Fry & Cornhole 2.0 

The 2nd annual Saron Brat Fry and Cornhole Tournament will be 

held on Saturday, March 4 at Laack’s Hall.  The brat fry will run form 

11AM-4PM, with the cornhole tournament to begin at Noon.  Get your 

doubles teams together and be ready to enjoy some great fellowship 

this spring.  We will also be looking for congregation members to help 

with the food and raffles.  Be alert for more information on ways you 

WHAT TO DO IF WE ARE HAVING BAD WEATHER 

Winter is here! We hate to cancel worship, but if we need to, Tune in to 
WHBL 1330 AM (Sheboygan), Milwaukee TV Stations 4 (WTMJ), FOX 6, 12 
(WISN), 58 (CBS 58) or Green Bay TV Stations 2 (WBAY) or 5 (WFRV); call the 
church office to listen for a cancellation message (467-6202) or check the 
church website for a cancellation notice (www.saronucc.org).  

Those who are homebound 
or in care centers: Marilyn 
Perronne (at home), Eugene 
Weiskopf (Field of Dreams  
Assisted Living, Kiel Shirley 
Schmidt (atSong Bird Pond), 
Merlin Schmidt  (at home), 

Sally Nohl (at home) 

Ben Lenz                                                    

(U.S. Air Force) 

 

Christopher Kletzien                                      

(U.S. Army 

Happy Anniversary  We hope you keep the following people in your prayers as they celebrate 

their Anniversary this month.  If we missed your special day or reported a wrong date please let us 

know by calling the church office at (920-467-6202 or email adminoffice@saronucc.org). 

January 11  Glenn & Linda Ubbelohde 

January 12  Art & Janel Lammers—60 yrs. 

January 19  Jay & Jill Grosshuesch 

January 24  Doug & Jill Daun 

January 26  Don & Judy Ryan 
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Happy Birthday We hope you keep the following people in your prayers as they celebrate their 

Birthday this month.  If we missed your special day or reported a wrong date please let us know by 

calling the church office at (920-467-6202 or email adminoffice@saronucc.org). 

January 3   Carrie Nickel 

January 5   Jamie Haack 

January 6   Elise Casadonte 

January 7   Matt Meinnert 

January 8   Randy Sixel 

January 9   Ed Schmidt 

January 10  Jill Farnum 

January 11  Dorene Hanke  

          Waylon Kwekkeboom 

January 12  Tim Feldmann  

          Jay Pike 

January 13  Jan Binder  

          Du Wayne Nohl 

          Emma Pike  

          Lois Schlichting 

          Haley Wimmler 

January 14  Kari DeHart  

          Glenn Nohl  

          Coleson Trumm 

          Linda Wieck  

          Kathie Zittel 

January 15  Izzy Dassow 

January 17  Nathan Roehl 

January 18  Katie Haas  

          Laura Rautmann 

January 19  Roberta Coppersmith

          Russ Reichert 

January 20  Dan Roehrborn 

January 21  Karla Kletzien 

January 21  Kendrick Kuzulka 

          Kalvin Kuzulka 

          Matt Wilke 

January 24  Sarah Gonzales 

          Shirley Schmidt 

January 26  Reid Harper  

          Brynn Harper 

January 27  Jeff Lubach  

          Marlene Mohr 

January 28  Carleigh Milz 

January 29  Matt Boedecker 

          Ryan Herzog  

          Carl Lindquist 

January 30  Virginia Braun  

           Bill Gardapee  

           Kurt Mauk  

           Bentley Schmidt 

January 31  Katelyn DeHart 

           Duane Hitsman 


