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From the Pastor… 
 
In ancient times all baptisms took place on Easter.  The season of Lent was used as a time of instruction and preparation 
for Easter baptisms.  For 40 days catechumens would study and practice discipleship.  During Sunday worship they would 
be ushered out just before Holy Communion, as it was felt that the central act of Christian worship should be reserved for 
those who had been brought completely into the household of faith through baptism.  Fasting (not eating solid food while 
the sun was up) was a part of the intense training of Holy Week.  Because sundown on Saturday was considered the be-
ginning of Easter Sunday, Easter worship began during what we would think of as the darkness of Saturday night,        
culminating in the baptism of all the new candidates. 
 
Each baptism ceremony had three parts: 

1. The exorcism.  The baptismal candidate would renounce the worship of all other gods and renounce evil. 
2. The baptism itself.  The candidate was baptized in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
3. The confirmation.  Following baptism, each of the newly baptized would say their ‘Amen!’  They would confirm 

what just happened. 
 
As the church spread and congregations multiplied, baptisms became more frequent.  They might take place all through 
the year and be performed by a local church leader, who might function more like a licensed lay preacher in the UCC than 
a clergyperson per se.  The exorcisms and baptisms would be performed, but the confirmation part would wait until the 
bishop (an overseer of multiple congregations) would make the rounds in the district, in order to complete and sign off on 
baptisms which might have taken place weeks or months prior.  That’s how confirmation got split off from baptism.  It’s 
kind of an accident of history – a symptom of a church that grew really fast once it was made legal in the Roman Empire.   
 
We no longer perform all baptisms on Easter.  We no longer use Lent as THE time of training and preparation for baptism.  
We no longer require fasting.  We no longer split up baptism ceremonies because the bishop is far away and travel by foot 
takes so long.  A number of denominations have traded the word Confirmation for the awkward, but more apt Affirmation of 
Baptism.  In the US there was a time when Confirmation ceremonies all took place on Palm Sunday, but that is no longer 
the common practice.   
 
What a messy history Confirmation has had!  How do we make sense of it?  What shall we do with it?  Do we even still 
need it? 
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Pastor’s Message Continued 
 
I believe that Confirmation Class is a good thing for the Church, regardless of how many changes the practice has gone 
through.  Junior High is a great time to have young people focus on learning and discipleship.  Their minds are ready for 
more abstract thought.  It’s a good time to synthesize the Bible stories they learned in Sunday School into a more coherent 
story – a story they can see they are part of.  It’s a good time to wrestle with some tough questions about teen-hood and 
adulthood, the difficult decisions that life demands of us, a good time to practice the art of choosing to follow Jesus Christ 
in daily life.  It’s a good time to develop relationships with one another, with one’s pastor and other leaders, and with one’s 
congregation. 
 
This year’s 7th grade class has focused on Biblical literacy.  Biblical material was reviewed using Manna and Mercy, by 
Daniel Erlander – a time-tested text.  This was done to ensure a uniform and complete review of our Bible-based faith in 
preparation for the next year’s examination of faith lived out.  In eighth grade we’ve studied baptism and holy communion, 
church history, our understanding of the Bible as a holy text, Christ and salvation, the honest-to-goodness Christmas story.  
We spent quite a bit of time with the UCC Statement of Faith.  We’ve looked at the elements of worship, the relationship of 
church design to practice and belief, the faith and worship of non-UCC Christians, and prayer.  In the weeks to come we 
will learn the Passion Story (Jesus’ last days, from Palm Sunday to Easter) inside and out, culminating with the 8 th graders 
showing and telling that story to the whole congregation on Good Friday.   
 
I think this is a very strong program.  Is it the last word on Christian education, fellowship and discipleship?  No.  And it 
doesn’t need to be.  A strong and intentional high school youth program can be built upon the foundation of Confirmation 
Class.  We should begin building it now.  I think this summer would be a good time to have a congregational conversation 
about how to build a senior high program on the foundation of our junior high program.  I’d also like to talk about adult   
education and about our children’s participation in worship.  I’m confident we can make a good thing even better! 
 
Peace, 
Pastor Dan 

Thanks For Giving Of Your Time 
On behalf of all the confirmation kids and parents,  I want to thank Patti      

Boedecker, Donna and Kelly Rabe, and Michelle Johanning for putting on a 

memorable lock in for our confirmation group.  Thanks so much for taking the 

first step in setting this lock-in up and making it happen for the kids.  The kids 

are looking forward for the next one.  You are truly a blessing to our church! 

Amanda Boedecker 

Mission Trip Information For Those Interested 
On March 8th we will be having a informational meeting for youth 12+ and adults that 
are interested in going on the mission trip July 12-18, 2015, traveling to Middletown, 
OH, through GROUP work camp.  If you have any questions, please call Amanda    
Boedecker at 207-9700. 
 



Page 3 The Tidings 

From The Consistory 
 
Saron has enjoyed the leadership of more than one pastor since Pastors Jim and Jenny arrived 
nearly thirty years ago.  Over the past several years, we have struggled with how to define what 
more than one pastor means regarding both responsibilities and compensation.  At the same time, 
we were being served by more than one full-time pastor through college students and seminary    
interns. During the budget meetings and annual meeting this year, this topic was discussed once 
again.  It is clear that we still do not agree what additional responsibilities a second pastor would  
assume or whether this is a full time or part time requirement.  Reaching the point of agreement and     
getting to the point of searching for a settled or called associate pastor could take several years. 
 
As your Consistory members and as a church family, we need to discern what Saron needs long-
term. One way to explore the possibilities while meeting some of our congregation’s short-term 
needs is to search for an interim associate pastor.  An interim associate is not a common role and 
we don’t know how difficult it may be to fill. We did not have discussions about this role as we don’t 
know who may be interested in it. In order to explore the options of what an interim associate may 
offer our  congregation, I asked the Wisconsin Conference office for assistance. A position has been 
posted with the United Church of Christ employment opportunities as a way to open the door for 
conversation with potential candidates. While it may appear as though the full-time interim associate 
has been decided upon, it is not. This is a first step in exploring our options. 
 
If you have any ideas or concerns about this process, please contact me or another Consistory  
member.  Please give us your patience and keep us in your prayers as we navigate these important     
issues. 
 

Eric Albsmeier 

Lenten Supper Schedule 
 

February 25th—Worship Enhancement & Shawl Ministry 
March 4th—Sunday School 
March 11th—Confirmation Classes 
March 18—Women’s Guild 
March 25th—Senior Choir 
 
A light supper will be served starting at 5:30 p.m. with evening worship at 7:00 
p.m.  All are welcomed.   
 
Confirmation Class for both 7th and 8th grade will meet at 6:00 p.m. 
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It’s Pizza Sale time!!! 
Attached is this year’s form for the annual YF Pizza Sale.  All of the money we raise goes       
directly to the YF to help fund future activities as well as fund Rainbow Kids so SELL, SELL, 
SELL!  

We need help from everyone to make the pizzas so please plan on helping—no cooking skills 
needed!  Also, parents and friends are welcome to help.  If you are unable to help on Saturday 
we need help Friday night with set up.  Set up goes very quick and usually takes less than an 
hour.  Please watch the bulletin & Tidings for times.  There will be a sign-up sheet in the    Nar-
thex for those available to help on Saturday or you can email the church office.  Snacks & 
lunch will be provided. 
 
If you have any questions or if you need additional forms please contact the church office. 
 
Note: As in the past the pizzas need to be paid for in full when they are picked up.  If money 
was collected during ordering and you wish to turn it in please make sure the entire amount 
for all orders is turned in with the order form or keep the money until pizza pick-up. 
 

Make checks payable to “Saron YF” 

Please note the following dates: 
 
Order From Due Date: Wednesday, March 18, 2015.  Please return forms to the box in the 
Narthex or mail to the church office Attn: YF Pizza Sale. 
 
Pizza Making:  Saturday, March 28, 2015 at 8:00 a.m. in the church basement.  Please arrive 
a few minutes early so we can start right at 8:00.  We are usually done around noon and then 
enjoy some fresh pizzas for lunch.  
 
Pizza Pick-up: Saturday, March 28 from 1:30—3:00 p.m. in the church basement 

Musicians - We need you!!! Do you have an instrument collecting dust? Is your solo and     

ensemble piece only getting one audience? Do you and friends have musical talent and want 
to share it with others? Then do we have opportunities at Saron for you!!! SPECIAL MUSIC!!!! 
That's right! You could be the special music our congregation is looking for. Kids this means 
you also. Don't just wait for Christmas!! We want to hear you all year long. Contact  Becky 
Charbonneau, Special Music  Coordinator, 920-946-8345, for more information. 
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CONFIRMATION MISSION WORK 

The Confirmation students will be working on “service” in the coming months. The “Guest House” will be 

their mission to support. They are asking for the congregation’s help. The month of March will be a collection 

of Frosted Flakes and blankets. The congregation is asked to help support their mission by donating Frosted 

Flakes cereal and new and/or gently used blankets. These are items that are needed to help support the “Guest 

House” residents. In April we will be asking for donations of eggs. The Confirmands will dye the eggs and  

donate them for Easter.  

The “Guest House” is an eighty bed facility that provides shelter, housing, education and services to           

Milwaukee's homeless who seek to transform their lives with dignity and purpose. 

Watch for more information during Mission Moments and in the bulletin.  

 
 

SPARE Program Growth in 2014-15 

Another successful year has kicked off for SPARE with 42 sponsors helping to support 54 students       

enrolled in the program for another year of post-secondary education.  Each year, the number of         

students participating in the program grows — the students’ desire to earn an education and the         

opportunity that it offers is a huge motivation for potential SPARE students to work hard to meet the   

requirements to participate in SPARE. 

With growth comes growing pains — we currently have 12 students who have met requirements for   

participation who need of sponsors.  The disparity between the number of sponsors and students in 

SPARE is a result of four sponsors discontinuing their sponsorship contributions and eight students from 

the CSCS 7th grade qualifying for admittance.  We urge any of you thinking about sponsoring a student 

to take action now — this is an exceptional group of students! 

Statistics will tell you that education is one of the keys to unlocking the grip of poverty — we believe 

those statistics are accurate and have been on our soapbox about it for more than 15 years.  We know 

we’re not going to solve Haiti’s poverty issue, but we do know we, or more precisely, YOU are profoundly 

changing the course of the lives of these young men and women. 

If you are interested in learning more about SPARE, please contact Karen Brzezinski, US SPARE          

Coordinator, karencbz@gamil.com. 

A note of thanks to Waunakee High School French teacher Pam Parker and her students for providing 

translation services for the second year in a row.  This service is invaluable to the success of the        

program by translating letters between sponsors and students. 

An additional note of thanks for the outgoing US SPARE coordinator Candice Schneider who nurtured this 

program for the past two years, acting as liaison between Haiti Allies and SPARE administrators and 

planting the seeds of growth that are taking root now! 
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One Great Hour of Sharing 2015 
“Our Fair Share” is the theme of our annual offering for One Great Hour of Sharing, which takes place during the Lenten season.  2 

Corinthians 8:13-15 says:  “I do not mean that there should be relief for others and pressure on you, but it is a question of a fair bal-

ance between your present abundance and their need, so that their abundance may be for your need, in order that there may be a fair 

balance. As it is written, ‘The one who had much did not have too much,  and the one who had little did not have too little.’”  How is it 

that there are enough resources on our plant to feed the entire world, and yet so many hunger?  As people of faith, what is our role in 

a world where the gap between the rich and the poor only seems to widen?  How do we ensure that everyone – all of God’s children – 

get their fair share?  This offering assists people across the globe and in our own country with disaster relief and support in times of 

crises.  Our Saron Women’s Guild will create a display to track our progress and the Sunday School students will receive coin banks 

in mid to late February.  We will dedicate our offering on Palm Sunday, March 29, 2015.  Envelopes will be in the pews after Ash 

Wednesday and checks should be written to “Saron UCC” to receive credit on your giving statement. 

In Our Thoughts and Prayers: 
 
Those who are homebound or in care centers:  Elvera Dassow (Harvest Home), Janice Hartmann (Pine Haven), Eleanore 
Herzog (Pine Haven Assisted Living), Ilene Struve (Kindred Hearts, Plymouth) Milton Meinnert (at home), Evelyn Depping (The 
Waterford at Plymouth—formally  known as Libby’s House), Marilyn Perronne (at home), Mae Schmidt (at home), Beverly Klein-
hans (at home)… 
 
Saron members as well as friends and family of Saron who have been hospitalized or receiving ongoing medical care 
for challenging health problems or are battling cancer…… 
 
Those in military service: Jordan Rick (U.S. Marine Corps); Christopher Kletzien (U.S. Army, Germany); Jake Meinnert (U.S. 
Army)…. 
 
Elaine, the student we sponsor in Haiti…. 
 
To those who grieve: The family of Richard Feldmann who died on February 1st, who’s family are Saron members Palmer & 
Ruby Feldmann parents, brothers Gordon & Lloyd Feldmann, and sisters Judy Schmitz and Nancy Fritz.  Also to the family of 
Robin Lindquist who’s father Richard Miller died on January 22nd. 
 
We celebrate the following baby who was born into the life and family of Saron UCC: 
Ava Marian Imig was born on February 13th to Josh and Jill (Schuette) Imig. 
 
The Sacrament of Baptism was celebrated for: Elaina Angeline Rick on Sunday, February 15th.  She was born on December 
26th, 2014, and is the daughter of Michael and Lindsay Rick. 
 
The Sacrament of Baptism was celebrated for:  Gracelynn June Konz on Sunday, February 22nd.  She was born on October 
11th, 2014, and is the daughter of Adam and Stephanie Konz. 

Special Thanks 
A heartfelt thank you to the Christmas Angels who provided gifts to residents at Pine Haven and The Waterford.  Your 
thoughtfulness and time in finding just the right gift brought looks of surprise, many smiles, and tears of happiness to many 
residents--and staff--Christmas morning.  Please know you made the holiday a bright and memorable one for some who 
otherwise may have had little Christmas joy in their hearts.  Thank you! 

Thank You Saron 
I really appreciate all the prayers, telephone calls, and get well cards, I received the past 4 weeks since my knee           
replacement.  All is going well, but the therapy is still a work in progress.  Saron is truly a special family to be a part of! 

Thank You, 
Jim Hanke 
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You are cordially invited to attend the 53rd Annual Meeting of the  
N.E. Association of the Wisconsin Conference UCC 

 

 

Better Together, UCC Values 

Saturday, April 18, 2015 9:00 am – 2:30 pm 

St. John’s UCC     

1248 Lincoln Ave.         Sheboygan, WI  53081              Phone#: 920-459-5296 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Rev. Franz Rigert, the Wisconsin Conference Minister, will speak about the vision for the UCC Wisconsin Conference. Rev. Rigert has 

deep roots in Wisconsin. He studied Pre-law and Religion at the University of Wisconsin Eau Claire where he earned a Bachelor of 

Arts degree in 1989. Franz graduated with a Master of Divinity degree from Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary in Evanston, 

Illinois and was ordained in 1992. Franz served as Associate Minister at Kingwood United Methodist Church in Buffalo Grove, Illinois 

before being called in 1995 to serve Pilgrim United Church of Christ in Grafton. He was called to serve as the Wisconsin Conference 

Minister this year.  

Registration begins at 8:30am and our day of assembly begins at 9:00am.  Lunch will be provided by our host church.   The day 

will conclude at approximately 2:30pm. 

Childcare will be available for infants through sixth grade.  Advance registration is $10 per person and $12 per person at the 
door.  Costs include refreshments and lunch.  Advance registrations must be received in the Conference Office by April 4th.  We 
are pleased again to offer this registration fee waived for retired clergy and their spouses and Members-In- Discernment.  We 
hope you will join us.   

Prior to the meeting, you will receive (1) printed copy of the White Book which will contain advance materials and agenda.  We 
will also be sending an electronic pdf version for your distribution.  

Saron is in need of 1 more delegate to represent the congregation at this meeting.  If you are interested, 

please call the Saron church office at 467-6202 or email barb@saronucc.org.  Your registration fee will 

be paid by the church.  If you would like to attend as a visitor , you can register  and pay through the Sa-

ron office or you can register online through the WI Conference website, www.wcucc.org on-line Registration 
(NE Annual Meeting). 

Looking Ahead To Holy Week & Easter Sunday 
Maundy Thursday, April 2nd —   Worship at 9:30 a.m. and 7:00 p.m.                 Ho-
ly       Communion will be celebrated. 

Good Friday, April 3rd  — Worship at 7:00 p.m.  The 8th grade Confirmation Class 
will participate. 

Easter Sunday, April 5th  — Worship at 8:00 and 10:30 a.m.  NO SUNDAY SCHOOL. 

mailto:barb@saronucc.org
http://www.wcucc.org/
https://secure.accessacs.com/access/eventlogin.aspx?id=mnwZe5Y4e0p4O0ve+GyhbA==&site=150433&ReturnUrl=events%2fwz_people.aspx&ChurchID=4251&EventID=81986&sn=150433
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Happy Anniversary  We hope you keep the following couples in your prayers as they cele-
brate their Anniversary this month.  If we missed your special day or reported a wrong date please 
let us know by calling the church office (467-6202 or e-mail barb@saronucc.org). 

March 4    Brian & Kelly Kaat—15 yrs. 
March 20  Cameron & Rachel Peich-McGee—5 yrs 
March 24  Corey & Jennifer Albright 
March 24  Karl & Deb Fasse   

March 27  Palmer & Ruby Feldmann 
       Ralph & Judy Knuth 
March 31  Don & Laura Albright 

Happy Birthday  We hope you keep the following people in your prayers as they celebrate 
their Birthday this monthly.  If we missed your special day or reported a wrong date please let us 
know by call the church office (467-6202 or e-mail barb@saronucc.org). 

March 2   Joan Baganz  
      Kayla Ann Bender 
      Kurt Kwekkeboom 
      Amanda Otte 
March 3   Alice Glander 
March 4   Linda Shaw 
March 6   Nancy Coller  
       Emily Meinnert  
       Linda Ubbelohde 
March 7   Ron Roehl  
      Josh Tayloe 
March 8   Claude Gonzales 
      Michael Quilling 
March 9   Roger Wagner 
March 10  Pete Christy  
       Jill Daun   
       Marilyn Heiden  
       Amber Schukow 
March 11  Amy Roehl 
March 12  Beth Heinen 
March 13  Tim DeGroff  
        Linda Grimes  
        Jacob Mulberry  
        Brock Roehrborn 
        Robert Theune 
March 15  Avia Athorp  
       Riley Casadonte 
March 16  Mary Albright  
       Sean Beitler  
       Kelly Grosshuesch 
       Tyler Hanke  
       David Rautmann 
 

March 17  Josh Beeck  
       Gage Fleck  
       Jessica Herzog  
        Micah Rautmann 
        Cindy Roehrborn 
March 18  Russell Schuette 
March 19  Andrew Schnicke 
March 20  Wyatt Herzog  
March 21  Michelle Meinnert 
       Mattison Milz 
March 23  James Albright 
March 24  Morgan Johanning 
March 25  Diane Kaestner 
March 27  Jason Hanke  
       Cindy Knopp  
       Mark Shaw 
March 28  Case Schmidt 
March 29  Paige Baumann  
       Colton Bruton    
       Ken Fiedler  
       Abby Sebald  
       Becky Pelnar 
March 30  Nicole Nohl  
       Rich Specht   

 


