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“Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.”
This is often the way the Apostle Paul began his letters to the churches he founded and
those he hoped to visit. A way to anchor what he had to say to them in their shared faith. So, I
thought it appropriate to begin my first Tidings article to you with these words as well.
It seems so long ago that I had my call sermon and you called me as your pastor. There
were goodbyes to be said to my former congregation and things to get in order before I left. But as
I was doing all of that, I was looking forward to joining Saron UCC and making plans for the
ministry we would share together. And now I am finally here!
In the week that I have been here, I have heard many of you say that Saron is like family,
the phrase Saron Family has even been used. A colleague of mine once said that thinking of
church as family can be tricky, as people become parts of families either by birth or marriage. I
know at Saron this is literally true as so many of you are related in some way or another! But
tricky or not, I think that family is as good as any metaphor for the church.

As many of you know, my family is growing. We welcomed a new grandson in December
and this coming December a new daughter will join our family officially (she is already a member
as far as I am concerned). With these additions, changes in how we are family have occurred.
The family is not the same as it was before and that is something to celebrate. We are so much
more because of those who become a part of our families.
Thank you for welcoming my family into yours. I am so excited to be on this journey of faith
with you. I look forward to all of the possibilities for mission and ministry that are before us. My
office door is always open for conversation, for entertaining ideas, and just to chat.
“Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.”

Blessings,
Pastor RaeAnn
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Lenten Suppers
We will be having our Lenten Suppers again this year. New this year we will be having two nights
where the Congregation can help bring items for the suppers. On February 28 th we will be having a
soup supper. Then on March 14th we will be having a potato bar supper. We will be looking for
people to help work those two nights and to help bring food. This is a great chance for people who
are not part of a group in the church to help out. Please check for sign up sheets on the kiosk.
Thank you, Christine Frazier and Janice Morse

Lenten Suppers will be served from 5:30 p.m.—6:30 p.m.
Lenten Service to follow at 7:00 p.m.

Here is the Lenten Supper schedule and menu:
February 21st: Women’s Guild: Casseroles
February 28th: Congregation: Soups
March 7th: Sunday School: Pancakes
March 14th: Congregation: Potato Bar
March 21st: Senior Choir: Grilled Cheese

Reading Order For The I AM Lenten Series
Our Wednesday Lenten Services are not in the same order as the book. Here is the
order we will be following:
2/21 I Am The Bread of Life John 6:35-59
2/28 I Am The Light of the World John 8:12-20
3/7 I Am the Door (Gate) John 10:1-10
3/14 I Am the Good Shepherd John 10:11-21
3/21 I Am The Vine John 15:1-8
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Easter Flower Sale
The Women’s Guild will be selling a
wide variety of flowers for Easter again
this year. You can purchase your
flowers on Sunday mornings,
through March 4th. This year we will be offering Easter Lilies,
Tulips, Hydrangeas, Hyacinths, Daffodils, Reiger Begonias,
Martha Washington Geraniums and Spring Mums.
Please help us decorate the church for Easter.
If you would like to purchase a flower in honor of or in remembrance of someone you
can sign up on the flower table. Then they will be listed in the bulletin and on the
screen on Easter Sunday.
All flowers can be taken home after the 10:15 a.m. Easter service. Please check the
bulletin board by the door to mark off that you picked up your flowers.
Thank You,
The Women’s Guild
One Great Hour of Sharing 2018
THEME: More Than We Can Imagine
“Now to God be the glory, who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly far more than
all we can ask or imagine.” Ephesians 3:20
It is easy to feel overwhelmed when we look at all the areas of need in God’s world: there is hunger, sickness,
and injustice in so many communities. It is easy to feel there is nothing we can do to help. We can feel trapped by hopelessness and fear that
what little we can do—won’t have an impact.
But there is hope!
Better yet: we are that hope!
The 2018 theme for the offering is “More Than We Can Imagine”. Through our sharing, we get a taste of the generosity of God, who does
“immeasurably more than we ask or imagine.” When we look at suffering in the world, we can become discouraged, unable to see past the
difficulty. But when we think of the wonders God works, our imaginations go wild! Without the burdens of struggle, communities have more time
for creativity, learning, and possibilities for life in greater fullness. God is at work doing so much more than we can imagine! And when we
contribute to One Great hour of Sharing, we are part of God’s work in the world.
Our gifts become part of a loving legacy in ways we can’t foresee. Our gifts become blessings to people we don’t know and
we can’t expect. We can make a difference beyond what we can imagine.

blesses us in ways

Our Saron Women’s Guild will create a display to track our progress and the Sunday School students will receive coin banks. We will dedicate our
offering on Palm Sunday, March 25, 2018. Envelopes will be in the pews after Ash Wednesday and checks should be written to “Saron UCC” to
receive credit on your giving statement.
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PALM SUNDAY, CONFIRMATION, HOLY WEEK AND EASTER SUNDAY
PALM SUNDAY, MARCH 25TH - Traditional Worship at 8:00 A.M.
Worship and Rite of Confirmation at 10:15 A.M. The Senior Choir will sing.

MAUNDY THURSDAY, MARCH 29TH - Worship Service at 7:00 P.M.
Holy Communion will be celebrated. The Senior Choir will sing.
GOOD FRIDAY, MARCH 30TH - Worship Service at 7 P.M. A special vocal ensemble will sing.
EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 1ST - Worship Service at 8:00 A.M. and 10:15 A.M.
Holy Communion will be celebrated. The Senior Choir will sing at both services.
NO Sunday School.

WHAT TO DO IF WE ARE HAVING
BAD WEATHER
Winter is here! We hate to cancel worship, but if
we need to, Tune in to WHBL 1330 AM radio
(Sheboygan), Milwaukee TV Stations 4 (WTMJ),
FOX 6, 12 (WISN), or Green Bay TV Stations 5
(WFRV), or 11 (WLUK); call the church office to
listen for a cancellation message (467-6202) or
check the church website for a cancellation notice
(www.saronucc.org).
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Those who are homebound or in care centers: Verna Groene,
(Prairie Crossing), Janice Hartmann (Pine Haven, Haven Drive
Campus), Norb Meyer (Pine Haven, Haven Drive Campus), Janet
Klemme (Pine Haven Assisted Living, Giddings Ave. Campus), Ilene
Struve (Rocky Knoll), Marilyn Perronne (at home), Mae Schmidt
(at home), Beverly Kleinhans (at home)….
Hudson Roger Wagner was baptized on February
11, 2018. He is the son of
Brian & Emily Wagner and
was born on September
12, 2018. His sponsors
were Erika Johnson and
Scott Kolberg.

We extend our
Christian Sympathy
to the family of Mary
Coller, Don Coller’s
Mother who passed
away on February 13, 2018.

Jordon Rick
(U.S. Marine Corps)

Don’t Forget To Turn
Your Clock Ahead

Christopher Kletzien
(U.S. Army)

Daylight Savings time begins
March 11th. Don’t forget to turn
your clocks AHEAD one hour on
Saturday night, March 10th.

Brandon Gumm
(U.S. Army)

The Treasurer’s Monthly Benevolence Report
Our OCWM Goal for 2018 stands at $19,200.00.
Contributions to the fund as of January 31st, 2018 were
$1,100.00.
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Happy Anniversary We hope you keep the following couples in your prayers as they celebrate
their Anniversary this month. If we missed your special day or reported a wrong date please let us
know by calling the church office at (467-6202 or e-mail barb@saronucc.org).
March 4 Brian & Kelly Kaat
March 20 Cameron & Rachel Peichl-McGee
March 24 Corey & Jenny Albright

March 27 Palmer & Ruby Feldmann—70 yrs.
Ralph & Judy Knuth
March 31 Don & Laura Albright

Happy Birthday We hope you keep the following people in your prayers as they celebrate their
Birthday this month. If we missed your special day or reported a wrong date please let us know by
calling the church office at (467-6202 or e-mail barb@saronucc.org).
March 2 Joan Baganz
Kayla Bender
Kurt Kwekkeboom
Courtland Suemnicht
March 3 Alice Glander
March 4 Linda Shaw
March 6 Nancy Coller
Emily Meinnert
Linda Ubbelohde

March 17 Josh Beeck
Gage Fleck
Jessica Herzog
Micah Rautmann
Cindy Roehrborn

March 18 Russell Schuette
March 10 Andrew Schnicke
March 20 Wyatt Herzog

March 7 Ron Roehl

March 21 Michelle Meinnert
Mattison Milz

March 8 Claude Gonzales

March 23 James Albright

March 9 Roger Wagner

March 24 Morgan Johanning

March 10 Pete Christy
Jill Daun
DuWayne Grunewald
Marilyn Heiden

March 25 Diane Kaestner

March 11 Amy Roehl
March 13 Tim De Groff
Brock Roehrborn
Robert Theune
March 15 Avia Athorp
Riley Casadonte
March 16 Mary Albright
Sean Beitler
Tyler Hanke
David Rautmann

March 27 Jason Hanke
Cindy Knopp
Mark Shaw
March 28 Elaine Rettig
Case Schmidt
March 29 Paige Baumann
Ken Fiedler
Becky Pelnar
Abby Sebald
March 30 Beverly Kleinhans
Nicole Nohl
Reich Specht

Annual Meeting of Saron United Church of Christ
January 21, 2018
The annual meeting was called to order by President Gloria Flegal at 11:17 am with 95 members present. There were 15 members that voted by absentee ballot prior to the meeting. Reverend Dr. Ernest Huntzinger opened the meeting with a prayer.

Motion was made by Judy Glander and seconded by Carl Laack to appoint Gloria Flegal as the moderator of the meeting, all in favor.

Motion was made by Lee Post and seconded by Becky Pelnar to appoint Tim Feldmann as Secretary
of the meeting, all in favor.
Jenna Hahn, Julie Reichert, Heidi Taylor, Nathan Dassow, David Johanning, Jay Flegal, and Lee
Post were appointed as distributors and tabulators of the ballots.
Nominations were presented and it was opened to the floor for additional nominations.
Elder: Janine Gardapee and Mike Walsh
Deacon: Matt Boedecker and David Rautmann
Trustee: Corey Albright and Wade Sebald
Christian Board of Education: (2 voted in) Ashley Schmidt, Jordan Theobald, and Heather Zimbal.
Two will be nominated, highest vote getter will receive 3 year term and next highest will receive the 9
months remaining on the vacated term from earlier this year.
Cemetery Board: Jack Hanke and DuWayne Nohl
Endowment Committee: Jacob Barthels and Susan Blasel
Pastor/Parish Relations: (2 voted in) Jill Adamavich, Judy Knuth, and Robin Lindquist

Motion was made by Jay Flegal and seconded by Skeeter De Groff to close nominations, all in favor.

Gloria Flegal gave her Presidents report covering the past year of happenings and improvements
that were made throughout the year. It has been an interesting journey; ending with the hiring of a
new Pastor, RaeAnn Beebe. A time of trial for the members of Saron, but as is always the case the
Saron Congregation was patient and strong as a unit. We cannot thank Pastor Ernie enough for his
guidance and support, leading us through the events of the past several years. However, the true
credit belongs to the faithful members of Saron Church who work together as a family to ensure the
church will thrive. There were many improvements and projects completed over the past year. The
ceiling in the back hallway was repainted, the rear entrance was cleared of congestion, and a new
wall mounted coat rack was added. The carport ceiling was fixed with Extrutech plastic and the
problem spots on the garage roof were repaired. The organ was replaced with a new Yamaha keyboard. Landscaping around the church house was re-done, along with updated landscaping on the
east and south side of the church. The sand was removed from the swing set area and filled with
topsoil and new grass seeding. Metal railings were installed on the South entrance steps and also by
the east side steps by the carport. New field tile was installed through the woods property along with

pumping out the catch basin in the parking lot to help alleviate flooding in the parking lot. Two new
faucets were added in the basement kitchen. A wooden cross was made and installed in the cemetery in honor of Reformation Sunday. The “Pave the Way” fundraiser was held to start raising money to re-pave the two cemetery drive ways. Three cracked windows were replaced in the upstairs
north side Sunday school rooms. There were two new railings added in the narthex entrance steps
for a better grip. The speaker was repaired in the fellowship hall, electric candles were purchased
for the Christmas service, and the smoke detectors and carbon monoxide detectors were replaced
in the church house. As we look to the new year, may it be rewarding and exciting with new ideas
and goals. The Consistory will continue to improve landscaping around the church grounds, including the area around the wooden cross. We will also look at improving the computer system, reviving the youth program, performing an internal financial audit, and the ongoing goal of repaving the
cemetery driveways. Thank you to our dedicated employees, consistory, elected individuals and
volunteers, which help make Saron strong.

Gloria asked if there were any additions or corrections to the 2017 meeting minutes. A motion was
made by Debbie Rautmann and seconded by Skeeter De Groff to accept the minutes as presented,
all in favor,
approved.

Debbie Meinnert reported the changes that were going to be made to some of the accounts for
2018. The consistory is going to ask Pastor RaeAnn’s input on hiring a Youth Coordinator; if we
hire someone, we can take money out of the Youth account if needed for 2018. We had changed
the lawn mowing account this past year from a salary position to an hourly position; the consistory
will discuss to change it back or keep it hourly for 2018. We had lowered our OCWM for 2018; but
after our Budget meeting it was discussed that we should keep it at $19,200. We will try and make
it more visual throughout the 2018 year. Motion was made by Joan Laack and seconded by Bill
Gardapee to accept the Treasurer’s Report as presented, all in favor, approved.

Gloria then asked if there were any questions on the 2018 budget. Motion was made by Brian
Rautmann and seconded by Judy Glander to accept the 2018 budget, all in favor, approved.

OTHER BUSINESS
Endowment Fund-Virginia Brown asked what types of investments are in the Endowment fund. It
was
explained that it is in a high yield savings account; it had lost money when we had it invested, it was then decided to change it.
Cemetery Driveways-Janine Gardapee asked what type of timeline we were looking at for completion of repaving the cemetery driveways because of the good “Pave the Way” fundraising event
that was held. Carl stated that estimates came in at about $40,000 to repave both of them and we
were not even halfway there yet. The consistory was planning on waiting until we had at least half
of the funding so we didn’t have to take a loan for the full amount. Larry Boedecker stated that we
should look at other ways of funding the project so we would be able to complete it sooner then
later. Judy Dumke then asked how long the bids were good for and if we were locked in to the price
that was given. Carl stated that we would have to get new bids again since the current ones were

from last year. Virginia Feldmann then asked if we could do one driveway at a time and do them as
funding was available. It was stated that it would be cheaper to have them both done at one time
instead of having the crew come back a second time. Judy Dumke made mention of borrowing the
money from other groups in the church and then paying them back as we are able, like the Memorial
Fund. A motion was made by Lori Albsmeier and seconded by Jay Hoogstra to re-bid the project and
then have the consistory re-visit options of funding it and report back to the congregation, all in favor,
approved.
Endowment Fund Changes-Kari Mooney mentioned that this fund has been stuck at the current amount
for a while now. Members have not been contributing to this account; because of the minimum amount
of $250 that needs to donated. The Consistory should look into lowering the minimum amount that can
be given and report back. Once the account hits $100,000 the interest that is accrued can be used to
support missions of the church; but right now the account is just sitting idle.
Church Support-Lucas Williams asked what groups the Church is currently supporting? Gloria answered that we are still supporting SPARE, the Capital Campaign, One Great Hour of Sharing, we
supported the Mission Group, and the Church is part of the 5 for 5 campaign.

Results of the election were announced, and they are as follows:
Elder-Janine Gardapee
Deacon-Matt Boedecker
Trustee-Corey Albright
Christian Board of Education-Jordan Theobald (3 year term), Heather Zimbal (Remaining 9 month term)
Cemetery Board-Jack Hanke
Endowment Committee-Jacob Barthels
Pastor/Parish Relations-Jill Adamavich and Robin Lindquist

A motion was made by Bill Gardapee and seconded by Skeeter De Groff to destroy the ballots, all in
favor, approved.

A motion was made by Skeeter Degroff and seconded by Lee Post to adjourn the meeting at 12:04 pm,
all in favor, approved.

Pastor Ernie said a prayer.

Respectfully submitted,
Tim Feldmann

