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Scattered Thoughts 

Usually when it comes to writing my Tidings article, I have a focus. Either the coming       
Season in the church year or something that sparks my interest and I want to share it with you. This 
month I find my thoughts very scattered and nothing is jumping to the forefront as a focus for this 
article. Maybe it has something to do with all this crazy weather we have been having. So, I decid-
ed to just share my “scattered thoughts” and maybe they will take shape for you. 

 Yesterday was the tubing trip to Sunburst. I was a little bit apprehensive about going.      
Outdoor  winter activities have never been something I really enjoyed, and I hadn ’t been tubing or 
sledding for a number of years. But the Confirmation kids were excited about going and so we 
opened it up to anyone in the congregation (26 of us participated). What an AWESOME time we 
had! From our youngest at 3 to our oldest at 59. I wouldn’t hesitate to go again. It is always good to 
get together and just have fun. Wouldn’t it be great to have more activities like this?  

Which brings me to my first scattered thought. We need someone (or a couple of someones) 
to organize outings like this. Community Life and Hospitality does some of this, but I bet they would 
welcome a few more people whose responsibility it was to just plan fun church  outings. Maybe you 
are that person. If interested let me or Christine Frazier know. The time commitment is all up to 
you. 

I am taking a class on Hybrid Faith Formation. It is all on-line and we do a zoom meeting 
(this is on-line as well) every other week. We can see and talk with other class members who are 
spread across the United States. I find that the more I use technology, the more comfortable I     
become with it and that makes it easier to use. While face-to-face interaction is most often         
preferred in matters of faith, our busy lives can make that nearly impossible. So, what other         
options are available to us? How can we share our faith stories, engage folks in living out their faith, 
and explore what it means to be a disciple of Jesus Christ when gathering on Sunday mornings  
isn’t always feasible and coming out on another night isn’t desirable either? There are                 
congregations that are offering on-line devotions, resources for families to access, activities people 
can do on their own, and gathering together on-line. I am hopeful that this class will help me        
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Scattered Thoughts Continued, 

answer those questions. We have only touched the tip of the iceberg with our webpage and         

Facebook page. Some of you have had experience with on-line learning and I would love to hear 

your impressions of it. 

Lent begins on Wednesday, March 6 with Ash Wednesday. The Lenten season seems to be 
when we engage our faith more seriously. Historically it was a season of preparation for baptism on 
Easter Sunday. Our Wednesday gatherings this year will be entitled “Around the Cross” and we will 
look at the last week of Jesus’ life by exploring the Gospel of John’s account of events. Come     
prepared not only to listen and absorb, but to discuss as well. Simple meals are all arranged, and 
this is also a wonderful opportunity to gather for fellowship. 

It is hard to believe that I will be celebrating my second Lent with you. We have come full   
circle together. Now that we know each other better, I am looking forward to where we will be going 
with the Spirit’s guidance. 

 

Blessings, 

Pastor RaeAnn  

Lenten Suppers 

We will be having our Lenten Suppers again this year. Again this year we will be having two nights 

where the Congregation can help bring items for the suppers. On March 27 th we will be having a 

soup supper. Then on April 10th we will be having a potato and salad bar supper.  We will be   look-

ing for people to help work those two nights and to help bring food. This is a great chance for people 

who are not part of a group in the church to help out.  Please look for sign-up sheets on the kiosk.  

Thank you, Christine Frazier and Janice Morse 

Lenten Suppers will be served from 5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. 

Church Service to follow at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Here is the Lenten Supper schedule and menu: 

March 13th: Senior Choir         Grilled Cheese Sandwiches 

March 20th: Women’s Guild        Homemade Casseroles 

March 27th: Congregation           Variety of Soups 

April 3rd:      Sunday School        Walking Tacos and Hot Dogs 

April 10th:    Congregation           Potato and Salad Bar 
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ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING – 2019 
 

“More Than We Can Imagine” 
 
We sometimes think that “imagination” means something escapist or illusory. Yet, imagination is not  something unreal or 
fake. No, it is essential to God’s hope for creation. Hear how the Apostle Paul put it: “Now to him who by the power at 
work within us is able to accomplish abundantly far more than all we can ask or imagine….” (Ephesians 3:20 -21). And 
God imagines a world where all are safe, all are loved, all are fed. 
 
You see, when we use our imaginations in the way that God does, we can begin to envision – and work for! – a world 
where no child goes unfed, un-housed, or unloved; where no one ever fears abuse or violence; where clean water is not a 
dream but a reality for all; where small farmers do their work with dignity and are paid a fair wage for their labors; where 
agricultural practices enrich and renew the land rather than deplete it; where survivors of natural disasters have the      
resources they need, now and for years to come; where vulnerable   immigrants are welcomed in Christ’s name. 
 
Can YOU imagine these things? Through your gifts to One Great Hour of Sharing what we can imagine    becomes ever 
more a reality for more and more people. Please give generously!  “More Than You Can Imagine...” 
 
Envelopes will be in the pews beginning Ash Wednesday, March 6, 2019.  Please make any checks out to “Saron UCC” 
so that your account can be credited.  The children will be bringing home banks for their  donations to our One Great Hour 
of Sharing offering.  The Saron Women’s Guild is sponsoring this offering.   

Ash Wednesday 

March 6th 

Worship Service 

 7:00 P.M. 

Holy Communion 

Imposition of Ashes 

Senior Choir sings 

 

Women’s Guild Spring Flower Sale 

The women’s Guild will once again be selling a 

variety of flowers for Easter.  Watch for them on 

Sunday mornings about mid March at a table in 

the Narthex ready to take your order. 
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Invitation to All Women of Saron Church 

 

Would you like to 

                    MEET NEW PEOPLE 

                                     BE CREATIVE 

                                                 MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN SOMEONE’S LIFE 

                                                              CONTRIBUTE YOUR IDEAS? 

If so, SARON WOMEN’S GUILD IS FOR YOU!  We meet for fellowship, devotion and service to the 

church. Our group supports church missions by organizing and presenting them to the congregation 

in creative ways.  Join us and you could take an active part in preparing gifts for our homebound 

members, creating displays to mark progress of the Blanket Fund and One Great Hour of Sharing; 

and selling Easter flowers. A highlight of each year is making the Advent Angel Tree project       

possible. 

Your reward will be fellowship with women in our church and knowing you are making a positive  

impact on many people in need. 

BUT WAIT…It’s not all work! We also gather for a group dinner, a Christmas get-together and an 

annual Guild Trip among other things. So, consider joining our group.  

Meetings are every third Wednesday September-May, 7:30pm in our church basement.   

Questions? Contact Joan Laack ( 946-4652)   Betty Steiger (565-2793) or Barb at the church office 

(467-6202)   

Time To Change Your Clocks—

Spring Ahead! 

Daylight Savings Time starts on 

Sunday, March 10th.  Don’t    

forget to turn your 

clocks  AHEAD one 

hour before you go 

to bed Saturday 

night. 

WHAT TO DO IF WE ARE HAVING BAD WEATHER 

Winter is here! We hate to cancel 

worship, but if we need to, Tune in 

to WHBL 1330 AM (Sheboygan), 

Milwaukee TV Stations 4 (WTMJ), 

FOX 6, 12 (WISN), 58 (CBS 58) or 

Green Bay TV Stations 2 (WBAY) 

or 5 (WFRV);  call the church      

office to listen for a cancellation message (467-6202) or 

check the church website for a cancellation notice 

(www.saronucc.org). 
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SPARE Student 
 

Sponsorship Program Aiding Relationships & Education (SPARE) is an   
educational sponsorship program that fosters relationships between U.S. 
sponsors and secondary students in Haiti. The leaders of SPARE dream of 
finding sponsors for every CSCS graduate so that these students can   
continue their education through university level. Saron has sponsored 
students in the SPARE program for over 15 years. The last student we 
sponsored, Elaine, was supported by us until she completed her nursing 
education.  
 
Saron has a new student we are sponsoring. Denilson Lene is 17 years old 
and in 8th grade at Cite Soleil Community School in Port au Prince. His 
birthday is October 11th. He enjoys playing soccer, his favorite color is 
red and his favorite class is math. Denilson's goal is to become a           

mechanic. He said, "This is the profession I love, and I can earn money and make a better life." 
 
Lori Albsmeier will be exchanging letters with Denilson as part of the SPARE program. Updates will be 

Those who are homebound or in care centers: Janice Hartmann 
(Pine Haven, Haven Drive Campus), Janet Klemme (Pine Haven  
Assisted Living, Giddings Ave. Campus), Ilene Struve (Rocky Knoll), 
Marilyn Perronne (at home), Mae Schmidt (at home), Beverly    
Kleinhans (at Prairie Crossing) 

Jordon Rick                                                                                                                                                     

(U.S. Marine Corps)                             

                                                                  
Christopher Kletzien                                                                                                                  

(U.S. Army) 

Ben Lenz                                                                     

(U.S. Air Force)                   
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EVENTS OF INTEREST TO BE HELD AT LAKELAND UNIVERSITY 

 

Mon., Mar. 4   7-8:15 pm   ETHICS COLLOQUY: THE DOCTRINE OF DISCOVERY AND ITS 
ONGOING EFFECTS 

Younger Family Campus Center (second floor), Lakeland University, W3718 South Dr., Plymouth 

Presenters: Larry Littlegeorge and Rev. Rob McDougall  

Larry is a member of the Hochunk Nation, the Warrior Clan.  He was baptized in 1957 at the Hocak 
(Hochunk) Church, which is part of the WI Conference of the UCC.  He completed the WI         
Conference Lay Academy in 2016 and is currently a spiritual leader of the Hocak Church. Larry has     
personally felt the effects of racism that he traces back to historic documents like Papal Bulls laying 
out the Doctrine of Discovery, and he has done a great deal of study and speaking on the topic. 
Rev. Rob McDougall is Associate Conference Minister with primary responsibility for the Northwest 
Association of the Conference. Larry and Rob will provide an overview of the Doctrine of Discovery 
and explain why the issue is being studied by Conference churches prior to considering a           
resolution to repudiate the document at the 2019 Annual Meeting.  

Free; reservations requested. Please register online at www.Lakeland.edu/UlrichCenter or email 
bosmanlr@lakeland.edu or call 920-565-1023 ext. 2151. 

 
 
Tues., Mar. 26  11 am – noon  FOUNDERS’ DAY LECTURE:  A MODERN RESPONSE TO 
MODERN DAY SLAVERY 

Bradley Theatre, Lakeland University, W3718 South Dr., Plymouth 

Presenter: Sr. Joan Dawber, founder and executive director of Lifeway Network in New York City 

Sr. Joan will present the story of LifeWay Network and its response to human trafficking, or what it 
is more correctly named modern-day slavery. Learn about human trafficking globally and right here 
in the United States, who it impacts, tactics used by traffickers and red flags in order to  prevent, 
recognize and report trafficking. 

Lecture is free; lunch with Sr. Joan following presentation is $10. For more information, visit 

www.Lakeland.edu/UlrichCenter or email bosmanlr@lakeland.edu or call 920-565-1023 ext. 2151. 

http://www.Lakeland.edu/UlrichCenter
mailto:bosmanlr@lakeland.edu
http://www.Lakeland.edu/UlrichCenter
mailto:bosmanlr@lakeland.edu
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The Annual Meeting of Saron United Church of Christ 
January 27, 2019 

The annual meeting was called to order by President Carl Laack at 11:20 am with 103 members 

present.  There were 15 members that voted by absentee ballot prior to the meeting. Reverend 

RaeAnn Beebe opened the meeting with a prayer. 

Carl Laack was appointed as the Moderator of the meeting and Rebecca Pelnar was appointed the 

Secretary by the Consistory.  

Chris Herzog, Steve Bender, Jerry Henning, Don Coller, and Micah Rautmann were appointed as 

distributors and tabulators of the ballots. 

Nominations were presented: 

Elder:  Nate Dassow and DuWayne Nohl 
Deacon:  Jason Bitter and Deann Milz 
Trustee:  Dan Albright and Keith Beeck 
Board of Christian Education:  Heather Zimbal and Sarah Schuette 
Cemetery Board:  Kurt Mauk and Jay Flegal 
Endowment Committee:  Kari Dehart and Teri Strub 
Pastor Parish Relations:  Judy Dumke and Brian Gumm 
 
A motion was made by Sarah Mauk and seconded by Lee Post to close the nominations, all in     
favor, approved. 
 
Carl Laack gave his President’s report covering the happenings and improvements that were made 

throughout this past year, beginning with having Pastor RaeAnn for almost a full year. We are grate-

ful for her presence with us and Carl expressed his thankfulness for the opportunity to serve with 

her. He discussed one of the first purchases made this past year. It was a desk for Pastor RaeAnn ’s 

office at the Church House. He also discussed a new drain in the Fellowship Hall that was replaced 

to eliminate the odor that permeated the Church at times.  A very special event was held at Saron 

this year…The Ordination of Lucas Williams, a former member of Saron. This is something our 

Congregation should be truly proud of.  The furnace and the air conditioner were  replaced at the 

Church House and some of our landscaping goals were met this past year. Two trees were          

removed between the north and south parking lots, replacing them with one new tree. Our internet 

service was upgraded to better serve the Congregation and the Church office. Back after many 

years is the Youth Breakfast Gathering, which offers the opportunity for the youth of the              

Congregation to become more engaged. Our Congregation now has the option to make monetary 

contributions electronically.  Information on this will be available soon.  Carl concluded his report 

with discussing the major project of replacing the cemetery driveways and adding new parking 

spaces to the south of the Church House. He congratulated the Congregation and many Church 

friends for the successful “Pave the Way” fundraiser and all who generously provided monetary 

gifts, time, and talent to make this a success. 
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 In closing, Carl recognized all our dedicated employees and volunteers that “make Saron strong 
and will take us into the future.”  Pastor RaeAnn was also given gratitude for her guidance and  
support she provided to Carl and the rest of the Consistory over the past year.  
 
Carl asked if there were any additions or corrections to the 2018 meeting minutes. A motion was 
made by Allen Nohl and seconded by Judy Glander to accept the minutes as presented, all in     
favor, approved.  
 
A brief Pastor’s report was given by Pastor RaeAnn Beebe.  
 
Carl Laack and Deb Meinnert opened up the floor to questions on the 2019 budget/Treasurers    
report.  A question was brought up in reference to the “Faith Formation Coordinator” that is listed in 
the 2019 budget. Pastor RaeAnn elaborated on this potential new position we would like to create 
in 2019.  She reported that this individual would work closely with the Board of Christian Education 
and the Sunday School program to better serve our youth. We are currently working on a job       
description for this position and wanted to budget for this in case we move forward sooner than   
later.  
 
The “Member in Discernment/Scholarship” line of the budget was questioned and clarification was 
requested by a member of the Congregation. Pastor RaeAnn explained that this fund is to be      
utilized for anyone wanting to further their Religious education, however, if this Congregation did 
have a Member in Discernment, the monies would be allocated this individual that year.  
  
Kari Mooney addressed a question in regards to the Church’s checking account balance and       
reported that this was for the General Fund only and we do not currently have any CD’s as a part of 
the General Fund.  
 
A motion was made by Jay Flegal and seconded by Lee Post to approve the Treasurer ’s Report, all 
in favor, approved. 
A motion was made by Jay Flegal and seconded by Howie Heiden to approve the 2019 budget, all 
in favor, approved.  
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
Electronic Giving:  Deb Meinnert and Kari Mooney discussed electronic giving as an alternative 

way of giving to the Church. They reported that the APP is called “Give Plus,” and discussed that 

this APP can be used, or members can also fill out forms to give electronically. There are several 

options on giving such as, weekly, bi-weekly, monthly, etc…Members can also choose which fund 

they would like to give to, such as the Benevolence, Improvement, or General funds.  There is  also 

an option to give to mission moments/special givings. Kari also discussed how nonmembers can 

give through this alternative if they would like to give to Saron.  It was discussed that if this is  

something that members would like to participate in, they can opt out of receiving offering             

envelopes simply by contacting Barb and having her take his/her name off the list. 
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There is $10 fee per month for Saron to utilize this, but overall, we felt this beneficial for our     
members. Allen Nohl thanked Kari and Deb for going forward with this and giving our                        
Congregation options. More information is available in the Giving Statement envelopes that are   
being distributed and Deb and Kari are always available for questions.  
Amazon Smile Program:  Courtney Booth asked if this was something our Church was affiliated 
with at this time, as many members utilize Amazon. Currently we are not but, are open to this     
program. It is set up through Amazon and a percentage of what members spend would get          
donated to the Church.  We will check into this.  
Thank you:  Carl Laack expressed his gratitude to the Women’s Guild for all they do in the Church 
and reminded any member they are welcome to join this or any other committee in the Church.  
Carl also gave a big thank you to the Charbonneau Family for creating the Special Band that      
performed this past Sunday in Church.  
Upcoming Projects:  Judy Dumke asked what we foresee as upcoming projects. Replacing the 
roof on the narthex was at the top of the list. The roof has been there since 1990 and according to 
Corey Albright this should be done within the next five years because many shingles are already 
coming off. Eugene Rautmann brought up that it is also time to pump the septic system, as this was 
last done when he had his done and he received a letter stating they are due to pump their system 
in June. Patti Boedecker brought up the north Sunday School Room windows and how fragile they 
are becoming, making it difficult to clean them without them falling out or apart. Kevin Fleck        
discussed the light outside the Church house and how it had been a longstanding project, and it is 
now working. Dorene Hanke addressed the 3 trees on the west side of the Church. The Consistory 
did have an Arborist come in and look at them and said some of the trees are splitting and need to 
come down before they fall into the Church.  
 
A re-vote needed to be done because of a tie with the nominees for Cemetery Board. 
Results of the election were announced and are as follows: 
Elder:  Nate Dassow 
Deacon:  Jason Bitter 
Cemetery Board:  Kurt Mauk 
Board of Christian Ed:  Heather Zimbal 
Trustee:  Dan Albright 
Pastor Parish Relations:  Brian Gumm 
Endowment Fund:  Teri Strub 
 
A motion was made by Sarah Mauk and seconded by Lee Post to destroy the ballots, all in favor, 
approved. 
A motion was made by Bill Gardapee and seconded by Howie Heiden at 12:14pm to adjourn the 
meeting, all in favor, approved. 
The Benediction was given by Pastor RaeAnn Beebe. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Rebecca Pelnar 
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Happy Anniversary  We hope you keep the following couples in your prayers as they celebrate 

their Anniversary this month.  If we missed your special day or reported a wrong date please let us 

know by calling the church office at (467-6202 or e-mail barb@saronucc.org). 

March 4   Brian & Kelly Kaat 

March 20 Cameron & Rachel Peichl-McGee 

March 24  Corey & Jenny Albright 

March 27  Palmer & Ruby Feldmann

        Ralph & Judy Knuth 

March 31  Don & Laura Albright 

Happy Birthday  We hope you keep the following people in your prayers as they celebrate their 

Birthday this month.  If we missed your special day or reported a wrong date please let us know by 

calling the church office at (467-6202 or e-mail barb@saronucc.org). 

March 2   Joan Baganz 

      Kayla Bender 

      Courtland Suemnicht 

March 4   Linda Shaw 

March 6   Nancy Coller 

      Emily Meinnert 

March 7   Ron Roehl 

March 10  Jill Daun 

March 13  Tim DeGroff 

        Amelia Miles 

        Brock Roehrborn

        Robert Theune 

March 15  Riley Casadonte 

March 16  Mary Albright 

       Sean Beitler 

       Kelly Grosshuesch

       Tyler Hanke 

       David Rautmann 

March 17  Josh Beeck 

        Gage Fleck 

        Micah Rautmann 

March 18  Russ Schuette 

March 20  Wyatt Herzog 

March 21  Michelle Meinnert 

        Mattison Milz 

March 23  James Albright 

March 24  Morgan Johanning 

March 27  Jason Hanke  

        Deann Harper  

        Mark Shaw 

March 29  Kenjay Fiedler  

        Becky Pelnar 

March 30  Nicole Nohl 


